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Duties  and  Prospects. 

We  cannot  doubt  that  the  friends  ;|  growth  of  population,  and  that  it 
of  the  American  Colonization  So-  ;i  should  be  a great  object  with  the 
ciety  were  inspired  wiih  new  hopes  j Society  to  encourage  the  industry 
and  resolutions,  by  the  harmony  of  i and  enterprise  of  that  country  ; open 
opinion  which  prevailed  on  great  | new  paths  for  trade,  ascertain  and 
and  vital  questions,  at  their  late  ,|  develope  her  rich  resources,  in  fine 
meetings,  among  its  Directors. — give  her  those  attractions  which 
That  in  the  progress  of  the  deliber-  |j  draw  towards  her  shores  the 
ations  and  debates  of  these  meet-  j ^il^^ctions  of  the  long  dispersed  and 
ings,  there  was  an  evident  growth  li  children  of  Africa.  Thewon- 

of  unity  of  spirit  and  purpose,  all  ;|  derful  Providence  of  Almighty  God 
who  were  present  know,  that  on  a il  'vas  acknowledged  devoutly  by  all, 
general  policy  and  all  important  i'  a Providence  not  less  clearly  re- 
measures upon  which  action  was  j vealing  the  Divine  agency  iri  the 
taken,  there  was  but  one  mind. — / history  of  the  African  race,  than  in 
All  agreed  that  emigration  to  Li- j that  of  ancient  Israel,  led  forth  by 
beiia  should  go  forward,  but  not  jl  the  Almighty  as  a flock,  by  the/hand 
without  a reasonable  discrimination  |i  of  Moses  and  Aaron.  Whocanmark 
as  to  character,  and  the  ability  of  | the  signs  of  the  times,  and  not  dis- 
the  emigrants  with  due  assistance,  i cern  the  now  coming  changes  in 
and  after  due  time,  to  make  com-  ! the  condition  of  Africa  and  her  de- 
fortable  provision  for  themselves,  i scendants,  and  feel  that  their  dark- 


and  no  doubt  existed  as  to  the  duty 
of  the  Society  to  guard,  as  it  has 
desired  to  do,  during  the  voyage 
and  after  their  arrival,  the  lives 
and  health  of  those  who  entrust 
themselves  to  its  care.  All  were 
of. opinion,  that  improvements  in 


ness  is  passing  away,  and  that  upon 
them  the  true  light  begins  to  shine. 
Africa  is  one  vast  open  field  for 
Christian  enterprise.  When  Chris- 
tianity could  not  cross  her  thresh- 
hold,  avarice  brought  thence  her 
children,  barbarians  and  slaves; 


Liberia  should  increase  with  the  |j  now  when  her  vast  territory  lies 


S8 


Duties  and  Prospects. 


[Aprili 


open  to  the  labors  and  missionaries] 
of  the  gospel,  we  would  return  to  I 
her  these  children,  freemen  and 
Christians.  Was  it  in  the  Divine  | 
wisdom  for  this  high  purpose,  that  I 
the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  and  a ! 
few  Africans  at  Jamestown,  were  j 
landed'  on  these  shores  the  same  i 

f { 

year,  that  the  benefits  mutually  ren- 
dered while  together,  might  open 
the  way  for  the  far  greater  mutual  | 
advantages  of  their  separation  } Just  | 
tw’o  hundred  years  elapsed,  and  a | 
benevolent  Society  of  Christians,  j 
aided  by  the  United  States  Govern- ! 
ment,  despatched  the  Ship  Eliza- 
beth w'ith  eighty-three  emigrants, 
and  a few’  white  men  to  encourage 
the  enterprise,  to  found  civilization  • 
and  Christianity  upon  the  shores  ofi 
western  Africa.*  How  numerous,  j 
how  vast,  the  providential  arrange- 1 
rnents  for  this  event ; and  since  this  ! 
settlement  has  risen  to  a free  and  j 
independent  Republic,  how  rapid  j 
the  preparation  in  the  suppression  | 
of  the  slave  trade,  in  the  various  ex- 
plorations, in  the  multiplication  and 
success  of  African  missions,  the  j 
increasing  facilities  and  motives,  I 
and  advantages  of  commercial  inter-  i 
course, ‘ in  the  improved  intellectual  | 
and  moral  character  of  the  descen-  ! 
dants  of  Africa  in  christiin  lands,  | 
in  the  new  lights  recently  shed  i 
upon  the  affairs,  condition,  and  na- j 
tions  of  that  land,  for  those  vast 
agencies  and  operations  by  wdiich, 


under  God,  we  feel  assured  that 
quarter  of  the  world  is  to  be  added 
to  Christendom,  and  her  people  to 
become  the  worshijDpers  of  the  most 
High  God.  Christians  of  these 
United  States  consider  with  what 
an  earnest  Macedonian  cry,  the 
infant  church  in  Africa  calls  for 
help,  how  cheering  are  her  pros- 
I pects,  how  faithful,  zealous  and 
! disinterested  have  been  her  minis- 
i ters,  how  many  graves  testify  to 
their  piety  and  fidelity,  how  her 
standard  waves  at  numerous  stations 
on  the  shore,  on  the  mountains,  in- 
terior, and  even  in  the  barbarous 
and  cruel  Capitals  of  Dahomey  and 
Ashantee,  and  how  from  the  perma- 
nent communities  of  Liberia  and 
Sierra  Leone,  are  going  forth  among 
superstitious  and  populous  tribes, 

I the  teachersof civilization  andDivine 
' truth.  Consider  that  far  greater  is 
' our  responsibility  than  that  of  any 
I other  nation,  k)  contribute  to  the 
I regeneration  of  Africa.  Is  it  not 
j reasonable  to  expect,  that  during 
I the  present  year,  the  funds  of  the 
i American  Colonization  Society  w’ill 
! be  largely  augmented  ? At  a re- 
! cent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
I mittee  of  the  Society,  the  following 
' resolutions  were  adopted  : 

j Resolved,  That  in  view’  of  the 
i present  condition  of  Liberia,  and 
of  the  cause  of  this  Society  in  the 
' United  States,  the  Executive  Com- 
I mittee  are  deeply  impressed  with 
! the  importance  of  obtaining  during 
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the  present  year  at  least  a hundred  jl 
thousand  dollars,  and  if  possible  |i 
much  more,  it  being  evident  to  the  i| 
committee  that  more  than  the  above  || 
sum  could  be  expended  during  the  I' 
time  specified  with  immediate  and  |i 
vast  advantage  to  Liberia,  and  the  j; 
cause  of  African  Colonization,  and  ; 
that  without  at  least  that  amount  the  , 
cause  will  essentially  suffer. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of 
this  Society  be  instructed  to  make  I 
every  possible  effort  to  secure  the 
amount  specified  in  the  preceding 
resolution  and  to  obtain  the  vigorous 
co-operation  of  the  several  Stale  So- 
cieties. 

The  question  of  duty  regards  the 
contnbutio-n  of  what  may  be  requi- 
red for  the  necessary  operations  of 
the  Society  during  the  year,  and  this 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  | 
prospect  of  the  benefit  to  be  gained  i 
by  these  operations.  We  feel  in- 
deed, that  in  specifying  a hundred 
thousand  dollars  as  the  least  amount 
required,  w'e  fall  below  the  merits  of 
the  cause  as  we  do  below  the  abili- 
ties of  its  friends.  What  to  the 
American  people  would  be  half  a 
million  of  dollars  annually,  for  the 
recovery  of  Africa  from  her  moral 
death,  and  her  resurrection  to  a 
fellowship  with  the  sons  of  God  ; | 
what  heart  is  not  moved  by  her  ap- 
peals ; those  sitting  in  the  dust 
cry  to  us,  and  from  the  shadows  of 
the  wilderness,  what  heart  touched  ' 
by  Divine  charity,  will  not  haste  to 
do  something  to  build  up,  and  ex- 
tend good  government,  the  useful 
arts,  education  and  Christian  insti-  | 
tuiions  over  that  land  of  the  scourge  jj 
and  the  chain,  to  comfort  her  sor-  [1 


rowful  ones,  and  save  her  perishing 
from  destruction  ^ 

The  measures  recommended  by 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Executive  Com-  « 
rnittee  received  their  immediate  at- 
tention, and  they  are  engaged  in 
arrangements  for  sending  out  the 
frames  of  two  large  houses  for  the 
accommodation  of  emigrants,  and 
for  founding  a new  settlement  on 
the  elevated  grounds  of  the  interior. 
These  frames  of  two  receptacles  are 
to  be  sent  out  in  the  vessel  w’hich  is 
to  convey  to  Liberia  a large  company 
of  emigrants,  on  the  1st  of  June. 
The  number  now  applying  for  a 
passage  to  Africa  in  the  next  vessel 
IS  366,  the  freedom  of  104  of  whom 
may  depend  upon  their  early  depar- 
ture. The  Society  has  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  engage  the  Rev/ 
John  Seyes,  long  a very  efficient 
missionary  in  Liberia,  to  attend  these 
emigrants,  superintend  them  after 
their  arrival  for  a season,  and  sub- 
sequently explore  the  country  and 
attend  to  the  establishment  of  an 
interior  settlement.  The  long  ex- 
perience of  Mr.  Seyes  in  African 
affairs,  and  his  intimate  acquain- 
tance with  the  people  of  Liberia  and 
with  the  tribes  on  its  borders,  aflTord 
reason  to  expect  very  important 
benefits  from  his  mission.  The 
following  letter  will  give  to  otir  Ix;- 
nevolent  readers  the  present  views 
.of  the  Committee,  and  be  received 
we  trust  as  their  earnest  appeal  (in 
accordance  with  the  resolutions  ■ of 
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the  Directors)  for  those  means, 
without  which  nothing  honorable  to 
the  Society  or  beneficial  to  Africa 
can  1)0  accomplished.  May  the 
hearts  of  all  who  read  it,  be  prepared 
to  receive  its  suggestions  in  the 
spirit  of  our  Divine  Saviour,  and  as 
their  thoughts  turn  to  Africa  say,  in 
words  which  once  fell  from  His  lips. 
Thy  Kingdom  Come. 

Colonization  Office, 
Washington^  Mar.  14,  1856. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  ot  the  American  Colon- 
ization Society,  on  motion  of  the 
Rev.  P.  Slaug^hter,  of  Virginia,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  £xecut*ive 
Committee  be  instructed  at  the  ear- 
liest practicable  period,  to  build 
comfortable  receptacles  at  least  at 
two  points  in  Liberia;  and  that  for 
this  object  a special  appeal  be  made 
for  $10,000. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  Executive 
Committee  also  be  instrttcted  to 
take  such  measures  as  in  their  judg- 
ment shall  be  most  expedient  lo  te.-t 
the,  climate  in  the  interior,  by  plan- 
ting a settlement  at  some  suitable 
point  beyond  the  supposed  influence 
of  malaria.” 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Tracy, 

*•  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommen- 
ded to  the  Executive  Committee  to 
form  an  estimate  as  accurate  as 
may  be  of  the  expense  necessary 
the  present  year,  on  account  of  the' 
interior  settiement,  and  make  a spe- 
cial appeal  therefor,  privately,  to  in- 
dividuals or  Societies  as  they  may 
deem  expedient.” 

The  Executive  Committee  have 
considered  aiteniively  the  preceding 
resolutions,  and  upon  careful  inqui- 
ry are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  im- 


possible to  carry  out  the  purpose  of 
the  Directors  in  regard  to  an  interior 
seiib  mmi,  at  a less  expense  than 
$15,000.  Such  is  the  immediate 
and  urgeiit  necessity  for  the  recep- 
tacles, that  orders  have  been  given 
to  have  tliern  ready  for  shipment  in 
a vessel,  wiih  the  company  of  emi- 
grants, which  are  expected  to  leave 
Baltimore  on  the  15ih  of  May,  and 
Savannah  on  the  1st  of  June  next. 

I The  $10,000  for  which  the  Commit- 
tee appeal,  will,  they  trust,  be  im- 
mediately supplied.  They  have  had 
repeated  experience  in  similar  cir- 
cumsiances  of  the  pr»mtpi  liberality 
of  their  friends,  and  in  this  case  ex- 
pect no  disappointment.  The  har- 
mony of  opinion  among  the  friends 
of  the  Society  at  their  recent  nu'et- 
ings,  both  in  regard  to  general  policy 
and  the  means  by  v\  hich  it  should 
1)6  pursued,  must  dispo>e  all  State 
Societies  and  all  jiersons  interested 
in  the  grhat  enterprise  of  African 
Colonization, .to  unite  iheir  coun.-els 
: and  means  in  the  execution  of  the 
I measures  so  vitally  impoitant,  re- 
commended in  the  preceding  reso- 
I luiions.  The  comfort  and  health, 
if  not  the  lives,  of  many  emigrants 
must  depend  upon  the  speedy  con- 
struction of  these  receptacles.  The^e 
interests  are  too  precious  to  be  un- 
necessarily endangered,  and  ifsacri- 
ficed  for  w’ant  of  adequate  accom- 
modations, the  cause  of  the  Society 
and  Liberia  will  be  deejily  injured. 
From  the  views  exjiressed  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  Directors,  the 
Committee  believe  none  will  dis- 
I sent,  and  with  all  possible  earnest- 
ness and  emphasis  they  mike  thtiir 
j appeal  to  the  several  State  Societies 
! and  to  every  friend  of  Africa  to  aid 
I in  carrying  them  into  eflect.  The 
j Committee  have  made  jiositive  en- 
gagements, and  must  rely  upon  the 
Iriends  of  the  cause  for  im  ans  to 
meet  them.  An  increase ofemigra- 
lion  should  be  attended  with  increas- 
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ing  improvements,  and  Liberia  be  i 
retidered  more  attractive  as  it  grows  ' 
in  population.  These  great  objects 
should  never  be  separated  or  divor-  | 
ced  in  the  practical  operations  ofj 
th-'*  Society.  ' 

The  friends  of  the  Society,  espe- 
cially in  New  Jersey,  have  chei ished 
for  some  time  the  design  of  estal)- 
lishing  a settlement  on  the  elevated 
country  f)f  the  interior,  in  expecta- 
tion that  it  would  prove  more  sain-  ■ 
brious  than  that  bordering  upon  the 
sea  ; and  in  coinpliance  with  the 
views  of  the  Directors,  the  comntit-  , 
tee  have  resrdved  to  proceed  during 
the  year  to  found  such  seitlemettt, 
to  be  done,  as  they  believe,  at  an 
expen?e  of, not  less  than  $lo,000. 
They  earnestly  invite  contributions 
for  this  object.  Important  measures 
for  the  benefit  r>f  Africa  and  her  l 
children  canrn)l  be  executed  without  j 
money.  As  trustees  funds  dedi-  | 
cated  to  measures  well  considered 
and  recommended  by  the  Directors,  j 
for  the  interests  of  humanity  and  j 


the  regeneration  of  Africa,  the  com- 
mittee will  seek  to  expend  these 
lunds  economically  for  those  high 
purposes.  They  commit  this  appeal 
to  Him  by  whose  good  providence 
Liberia  was  foutided  and  is  preserved. 
Theearly  history  of  ancientlsrael  well 
illustrates  the  •method  by  which  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  World  is  turn- 
ing the  curse  of  Africa  into  a bless- 
ing, and  working  out  the  great  pro- 
blem of  the,  intellectual  and  moral 
elevation  of  her  children.  Shall  we 
not  reverently  mark  the  signs  of  the 
times,  and  the  tiperations  of  the  Di- 
vine Hand  ; and  during  our  brief 
life  on  earth,  which  is  as  a shadow, 
rejoice  in  the  permanency,  majesty 
and  beneficence  of  the  counsels  and 
ways  of  Him,  to  whom  the  j)eo|)leof 
Africa  belong,  and  to  whom  a thou- 
sand years  are  as  one  day. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee : 

R.  R.  Gdrley,  Cor.  Sec. 
W.  McLain,  Fin’ I Sec. 


/ 


The  Managers  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Colonization  Society  deem  it 
proper,  at  the  present  juncture  of  its 
affairs,  to  call  upon  the  friends  of 
the  cause  in  Pennsylvania,  for  all 
the  aid  which  they  have  in  their 
power  to  give  them,  to  enable  the 
Society,  and  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society — to  which  it  is  an  | 
auxiliary — to  improve  their  present  | 
financial  cotidition  in  order  to  meet 
the  urgent  necessities  of  the  case. 

The  transfer  of  an  unusually 
large  number,  chiefly  of  liberated 
slaves,  during  the  last  three  years — 
to  Liberia,  demoristrated  the  necessi- 
ty of  erecting  new  and  somewhat  ex- 
pensive  buildings  for  the  reception 
of  those  who  may  hereafter  "arrive 
there,  as  well  as  the  importance  of 


opening  new  settlements  at  greater 
distance  from  the  coast,  on  the  ele- 
vated and  salubrious  lands  of  the 
interior.  Both  these  measures  are 
deemed  specially  requisite  at  this 
time  to  facilitate  the  safe  and  com- 
fortable emigration  hereafter  of  those 
who  may  seek  a home  in  that  New 
Republic, 

The  emigrants  quite  recently  sent, 
though  less  in  number  than  on  for- 
mer occasions,  give  in  their  charac- 
ij  ter  assurance  of  high  usefulness. 

Some  are  experienced  and  success- 
'j  ful  teachers,  for  whose  services  there 
is  great  demand,  others  are  farmers, 
i|  also  much  needed,  and  all  seem  im- 
bued with  the  proper  spirit  of  .«;elf 
denial  and  enterprise.  'I'o  enable 
the  Society  promptly  to  meet  the 
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wants  of  those  disposed  to  emigrate  j 
to  their  fatherland,  and  put  them  in 
a position  to  turn  their  efforts  to  the  j 
best  advantage  on  reaching  those  j 
shores,  will  require  a much  larger: 
amount  of  means  than  the  contribu*  | 
tions  of  the  last  year  or  two  have  ; 
furnished.  The  recent  diminution  | 
of  receipts  has  not  resulted,  we  be-  ] 
lieve,  from  a diminution  of  interest 
in  the  Colonization  enterprise,  but 
has  rather  been  attributable  to  the  , 
financial  embarrassments  so  widely 
prevalent.  The  steady  and  cheering 
growth  of  Liberia  as  a free,  inde-  j 
pendent  Christian  State,  adapted  to  ’ 
bless  all  Africa  by  its  moral  power, 
and  open  a home  for  millions  now 
enslaved,  demands  at  our  hands , 
cordial  and  liberal  offerings  propor- 1 
tioned  to  the  magnitude  and  sacred- 
ness of  this  noble  cause. 

Our  appeal  for  pecuniary  aid,  as; 


i prompt  and  generous  as  possible 
consistent  with  other  claims,  is  con- 
I’fidently  addressed  to  our  friends  in 
, this  City  and  State.  While  God  is 
j so  richly  blessing  us,  shall  not  we 
who  have  freely  received  be  ready 
to  freely  give,  that  others  now  ready 
! to  perish  may  share  in  the  bles- 
I sings,  civil  and  religious,  which 
are  our  birthright  and  our  joy? 
From  Pastors,  Christians  of  all 
denominations — from  patriots  and 
: every  lover  of  humanity,  we  earnest- 
i ly  solicit  a generous  response. 

Contributions  may  be  sent  to  the 
Treasurer,  No.  143  Walnut  St.,  Phil- 
I adelphia. 

I Alonzo  Potter,  President, 

j Rufus  Babcock,  Cot*. 

i Wm.  Coppinger,  Treasurer. 

' Colonization  Rooms, 

Phil.,  Feb.,  1856. 


Adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


[Extracts  from  the  Minutes.] 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  1 
Colonization  Society  met,  according  to  f 
adjournment,  the  4th  March,  1856,  at  12  j 
o’clock,  M,  in  the  Colonization  Rooms,  I 
City  of  Washington.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  , 
Esq.,  President  of^  the  Society,  in  the  i 
chfidr. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  of 
Philadelphia,  on  motion.  Rev.  John  Miller, 
in  the  absence  of  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  was 
appointed  Secretary  to  the  Board. 

On  motion,  Rev.  E.  R.  Craven,  Hon.  |‘ 
James  Bishop,  and  A.  W.  Kellogg,  Esq  , jj 
were  received  as  delegates  from  the  New  | 
Jersey  Colonization  Society,  in  the  absence  ' 
of  regular  delegates ; and  Hon.  Edward  | 
Everett  as  a delegate  from  the  Massachu-  ' 
setts  Colonization  Society.  | 

The  following  delegates  from  State  So- ,, 
cieties  were  present  : ! 

MasBochvLStlts  Col.  Society — Rev.  Joseph 
IVacy. 


Connecticut  Col.  Society — Hon.  S.  PI. 
Huntington. 

J^eio  York  State  Col.  Society — Rev.  J.  B. 
Finney,  Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory,  Hon.  Abra- 
ham Wakeman. 

A tie  Jersey  Col.  Society — Rev.  R.  David- 
son, D.  D.,  Rev.  E.  R.  Craven,  A.  W. 
Kellogg,  Esq.  B 

Pennsylvania  Col.  Sonefy — Rev.  Rufus 
Babcock,  D.  D.,  Rev.  John  Miller. 

Col.  Society  of  the  Dist.  of  Col. — Rev.  G. 
W.  Samson,  J.  W.  Lugenbeel,  M.  D 

Virginia  Colonization  Society — Rev.  W. 
H.  Starr,  Rev.  P.  Slaughter,  Rev.  D.  S. 
Doggett,  D.  D. 

JAfe  Directors  presen t-Rev.  J.  B Pinney, 
Rev.  W.  McLain,  James  Hall,  M.  D., 
Rev.  R.  S.  Finley,  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 

Executive  Committee  present — W.  Gun- 
ton,  Esq.,  Rev.  G.  W.  Samson,  H 
Lindsly,  M.  D. 
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The  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of  ^ 
the  Board  in  January  last  were  read.  | 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  it  was  | 
Resolved,  That  the  attendance  of  the  | 
meml)ers  of  the  Executive  Compfiittee  on  j 
the  meetings  of  this  Board,  and  the  free  j 
and  full  expression  of  their  opinions,  and  | 
commumcaiioii  of  information  in  their 
pos.ses.sion,  is  highly  important,  and  ear- j 
nesily  desired  by  this  Board,  and  is  hereby 
respectfully  and  earnestly  requested. 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  agencies  : - j 

Resolved,  That  the  labors  of  neither  of  j 
the  Secretaries,  appointed  at  the  meeting 
in  January,  be  so  confined  to  their  particu-  ,| 
lar  departments,  as  that  they  may  not,  ■ 
where  the  opportunity  offers,  engage  in 
any  important  agency  for  the  Society,  j 
under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Com-  | 
mittee.  , 

Rev.  Dr.  Babcock  read  a letter  from  | 
Hon.  Edward  Coles,  of  Philadelphia,  I 
having  reference  to  Secretaries  and  Agents  : 
of  the  Society  ; which,  on  motion,  was  j 
referred  to  the  committee  on  agencies.  j 
On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  7 ' 
o’clock  this  evening.  { 

— I 

Evenixg  Session, 

March  4.  , 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- ' 
ment.  j! 

The  special  committee  appointed  at  the  i 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board  in  January 
1855,  to  procure  a’  portrait,  for  this  Soci-  i! 
ety,  of  the  late  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  pre-  j' 
sented  the  following  report : | 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  i 
(1855)  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  to  procure  a portrait  of  the  late  ■ 
Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  to  be  deposited  in  ' 
ttie  rooms  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  respectfully  report  ; 1 

That  they  have  attended  to  that  duty, 
and  that  they  now  have  the  gratification  of 
presenting  to  the  Society  an  excellent  like- 
ness, suiiabl}^  framed,  of  that  earnest  advo- 
cate and  efficient  promoter  of  African 
Colonization.  ; 

Through  the  kindness  and  liberality  of 
the  distinguished  artist,  Thomas  Sully,  | 
Esq  , and  of  Messrs.  Edward  Coles,  Wm.  j 


L.  Helfenstein,  William  Parker  Foulke, 
John  W.  Claghorn,  Joseph  Harrison, 
Paul  T.  Jones, Stephen  Colwell,  Archibald 
Robertson,  Eli  K.  Price  and  Thomas 
Wattson,  Esq’s.,  of  Philadelphia — active 
supporters  of  our  noble  cause,  and  warm 
personal  friends  of  the  lamented  deceased, 
the  Society  will  receive  this  hand.some 
portrait,  free  of  all  expense. 

Paul  T.  Jones. 

Wm.  Coppinger. 

March,  1856.  Committee. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Rev.  R.  S. 
Finley,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted, 
and  that  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be  offered 
to  the  gentlemen  to  whose  liberality  they 
owe  the  portrait  of  this  distinguished  friend 
of  colonization. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  chairman  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  emigration,  presented  a 
report,  during  the  consideration  of  which, 
on  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  9 
o’clock,  A.  M.,  to-morrow. 

W EDN»SDAT,  March  5. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter,  the 
[ minutes  of  the  sessions  yesterday  were  read 
and  approved. 

Rev.  Mr.  McLain  presented  a letter  from 
Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  of  New  Jersey,  a Life 
Director  of  the  Society,  regretting  his 
inability  to  attend  the  present  meeting  of 
this  Board. 

A similar  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Haight, 
of  New  York,  was  presented  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Pinney  ; and  also  one  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Gregory,  from  Dr.  Goble,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  one  by  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter, 
ffom  Rev.  Dr.  Sparro  w,  of  Virginia. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  emi- 
gration. It  was  accompanied  by  a paper 
which  w^as  laid  before  the  Board.  The 
report,  as  amended  and  passed,  is  as 
follows  ; 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  respect- 
fully submit  the  paper  just  read  by  their 
chairman,  and  recommend  it  to  the  at- 

\ 
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tention  of  the  Board  and  the  Executive 
Committee.  They  also  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, with  whom  it  must  rest  to  settle  ' 
the  details,  and  from  time  to  time  to  select  ! 
the  particular  objects,  ever  keeping  in  view  ' 
the  great  object  of  emigration  and  improve- 
ments in  Liberia,  as  woi  thy  of  earnest  and 
liberal  support,  are  s'pecial I y recommended 
to  pay  careful  attention  to  the  hea'th  and 
comfort  of  emigrants  on  the  way  out  and 
after  reaching  Libeiia,  and  that  all  practi- 
cable plans  for  comfortable  residences  for 
the  emigrants  during  the  six  months  after 
their  arrival,  and  the  opening  of^oads  and 
improvements,  and  settlement  of  the  inte- 
rior, deserve  their  immediate  consideration. 

The  following  resolutions,  presented  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter,  after  free  and  full  dis- 
cussion of  the  subjects  embraced  in  them, 
were  adopted  : j 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  ! 
be  instructed  at  the  earliest  practicable  pe- 
riod, to  build  comfortable  recefUacles  at, 
at  least,  two  points  in  Libeiia  ; ard  that, 
for  this  object,  a special  appeal  be  made  | 
for  ^10,000.  I 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee 
also  be  instructed  to  take  such  measures 
as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  most  expedi- 
ent to  test  ihe  climate  in  the  interior,  by 
planting  a settlement  at  some  suitable  point  | 
beyond  the  supposed  influence  of  malaria,  i 

The  President  read  a letter  from  Hon.  | 
Mr.  Whittlesey,  chairman  of  the  Execu-  • 
live  Committee,  stating  the  reasons  that : 
prevented  him  from  being  present  at  the  i 
meetings  of  the  Board.  i 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  7 ' 
o'clock  this  evening.  ' 


Evening  Session, 
J^Iatch  5. 

The  committee  on  the  disposal  of  the 
' income  of  the  legacy  of  Augustus  Graham, 

: made  a report,  which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  regret  that  the 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Gov.  Buch- 
anan, which  was  contenifilated  by  resolution 
passed  by  ihe  Board  in  January,  1851,  has 
not  yet  been  erected  over  his  grave,  and 
re-affirm  the  resolution  and  renew  the  ap- 
propiiation  then  made,  and  express  an 
earnest  hope  that  the  Pennsylvania  Colo- 
nization Society  will  proceed  to  accomplish 
it  during  the  current  year. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Executive  Committee  to  form  an  esti- 
I mate,  as  accurate  as  may  be,  of  the  ex- 
|;  pense  necessary,  the  present  year,  on  ac- 
count of  the  interior  settlement,  and  make 
a s['ecinl  appeal  theiefor,  privately,  to 
individuals  or  societies,  as  they  may  deem 
expedient. 

I The  minutes  were  then  read  and  appro- 
ved. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  to  the 
third  Tuesday  in  Januaiy,  1857,  at  12 
I o’clock,  M. 

j The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by 
I Rev.  Dr.  Davidson. 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe, 
President  A.  C.  S. 

I John  Miller,  Secretary. 
j J.  W.  Lugenbeel,  Asst.  Secretary. 


[From  the  National  Magazine,  for  April,  1856.] 

S.  A.  Benson,  President  of  Liberia^ 


BY  WILLIAM  COPPINGER. 


The  subject  of  the  article  below 
is  the  recently  elected  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  Liberia  ; of  course  the 
friends  of  this  Republic  will  be  grati- 
fied to  know  how  well  he  has  merit- 
ed the  honors  conferred  upon  him. 
Mr.  Coppinger  has  done  a good 
service  by  this  article,  to  the  cause 


I to  which  for  many  years  he  has  de- 
I voted  his  labors,  with  great  zeal,  re- 
solution and  usefulness. 


That  portion  of  the  west  coast 
of  Africa  known  as  Liberia,  extends 
from  the  Shebar  River  on  the  north 
(near  the  British  colony  of  Sierra 
Leone)  a distance  of  about  six  hun- 
dred miles,  towards  the  south  and 
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east,  between  the  parallels  of  fouri 
and  a half  and  seven  and  a half  de-  i 
gr»  es  norlh  latitude.  Perpetual  ver- 
dure covers  the  ground,  u hih^  the 
face  of  the  country  is  diversified 
with  gentle  hills  and  sloping  valleys. 
Bi."hop  Scott,  who  visited  the  repub-  I 
lie  in  IS.53,  .‘-ays  ; | 

“The  climate,  in  my  opinion,  is' 
healthy,  much  more  so  than  that  of; 
our  southern  coast.  I never  saw  a | 
ni'ire  vigorous  and  healthy  people  | 
than  the  natives,  nor  did  1 ever  see  i 
the  human  form  better  developed. 
The  acclimated  colonists,  too,  en- ! 
joy  excellent  health.  As  to  emi- i 
grants  from  another  clime  they  must 
pass  through  a process  of  accbina-  : 
lion,  which  will,  in  general,  he  se- ; 
veie  or  otherwise  according  to  their: 
own  habits.”  I 

Several  rivers  flowing  into  the  | 
Atlantic  water  the  country,  the  prin- ! 
cipal  of  which  are  the  St.  Paul’s,  i 
Jtiiik,  St.  John’s,  Mechlin,  Sinou,  j 
and  the  Cavalla.  On  the  St.  Paul’s  j 
several  towns  have  been  commenced  I 
and  its  sides  are  studded  with  com-  | 
fortable  brick  dwellings.  Upward  i 
of  four  hundred  farms  are  located 
on  this  river,  on  which  reside  three 
thousand  cultivators.  Lands  com- 
mand forty  and  fifty  dollars  an  acre. 
In  1852  nine  thousand  pounds  of 
sugar  were  made  on  the  banks  of 
this  fine  stream  ; it  is  of  good  quality, 
light  in  color,  and  as  well  granula- 
ted as  the  best  Porto  Rico. 

Besides  the  great  staple  articles 
of  sugar,  coffee,  and  cotton,  there  ' 
can  be  raised,  to  an  indefinite  ; 
amount,  rice,  cocoa,  ginger,  pepper,  ' 
arrowroot,  ground  nuts,  and  indigo,  i 
Nearly  all  our  garden  vegetables,  j 
and  those  peculiar  to  the  tropics, 
may  be  abundantly  and  easily  cul- 
tivated. A vast  variety  of  fruits 
abound,  among  which  may  be  riarn-  > 
ed  the  fc^nnna,  pine-apple,  guava,  i 
lemon,  orange,  tamarind,  and  cocoa-  j 
nut.  I 


There  are  immense  forests  of 
woods  suitable  fur  ship  and  house 
building  purposes  and  for  furniture. 
The  camwood  issoujht  after  in  Eu- 
rope and  the  United  Slates  as  a dye. 
The  most  common  tree  is  the  nut- 
bearing  palm,  from  which  is  extrac- 
ted the  palm  oil,  now  most  exten- 
sively exported  to  England,  France, 
Germany,  and  America.  Eighty 
thousand  tons  were  shipped  from 
the  African  coast  in  18.52  and  18.53. 

Education  is  cared  for  and  en- 
couraged, and  the  refining  light  of 
Chrislun  iiuih  diffused  tlironghout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
VVheie  ihirty  years  ago  the  degrarled 
heathen  native  built  his  rude  hut 
and  offered  human  sacrifices  to  ap- 
pease the  supposed  anger  of  his 
lalso  gods,  or  the  tangled  hush 
o\erspread  the  cattle,  a civilized  na- 
tion now  dwells,  comprising  no  less 
than  twenty-five  towns  and  villages, 
the  happy  abode  of  ten  thoii'^and 
emigrant  citizens  and  two  huinlred 
thousand  native  Africans.  The  jiub- 
lic  buildings,  churches,  and  school- 
houses  evince  the  elements  of  an 
enlightened  Chri-tian  community, 
destined  to  secure  the  universal  free- 
dom and  elevation  of  the  colored 
race,  and  to  afford  peace,  happiness, 
and  full  manhood  toils  worthy  dwel- 
lers, and  virtue  and  civil  and  spiritu- 
al life  to  all  Africa. 

In  the  National  for  March  1854, 
there  appeared  a somewhat  extend- 
ed biographical  sketch  of.  the  first 
president  of  the  Liberian  Republic; 
and  we  now  present  a reliable  nar- 
jalite  of  the  somewhat  romantic 
career  of  his  successor,  which,  we 
doubt  not,  will  be  read  w'lth  interest. 

Stephen  Allen  Benson  was  born 
of  free  colored  parents,  in  Cam- 
bridge, Dorchester  County,  Mary- 
land, in  March,  1816. 

With  his  parents  he  sailed  from 
Baltimore,  in  the  brig  “Strong,”  in 
May,  1822,  and  arrived  in  the  colony 
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of  Liberni  in  the  following  August 
When  they  arrived,  the  (hipp,  or 
present  site  of  the  city  of  Monrovia, 
had  been  occupied  since  the  prece- 
ding April — about  four  months 
The  buildings  consisted  of  a few 
thatched  huts,  covering  a small  area, 
surrounded  by  a dense  primeval 
forest. 

The  history  of  the  war,  which 
broke  out  a few  weeks  after  then- 
arrival,  is  well  known  to  those  who 
have  read  the  history  of  Liberia. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  one  of 
the  scvert  children  mentioned  iti 
Gurley’s  Life  of  A^lunun  as  captor 
ed  by  the  enemy  in  the  bloody  at- 
tack on  the  infaiit  settlement.  For 
days  previous  to  their  capture  his 
faiiier  had  from  necessity  to  leave 
his  family,  prostrated  by  the  accli 
niainig  fever,  and  perform  duty  as  a 
soldier,  keeping  guard  bo,h  day  and 
niirht,  and  assi.'«ting  in  fortifying  the 
village  against  the  enemy,  from 
whom  an  attack  was  momentarily 
ex  pected. 

On  that  eventful  morning  the  fath- 
er and  oldest  brother,  w'ho  wa§  Hf- 
teen  years  old,  were  abs^'iit  on  duty. 
Just  bef»re  day-light  the  family  were 
aroused  by  successive  volleys  of 
musketry,  the  roar  of  cannon,  the 
savage  war  yell,  and  the  discordant 
sound  of  the  war-horn.  Mr.  Ben- 
son’s house  being  a thatched  and 
wattled  one,  situated  near  the  forest, 
and  forming  the  northeast  boundary 
of  the  village,  was  soon  surrounded 
by  the  enemy,  who,  finding  the 
doors  and  windows  barricaded,  were 
at  first  fearful  of  forcing  an  entrance. 
The  three  youngest  children,  of 
whom  Stephen  was  the  eldest,  by 
their  frequent  calls  and  cries  to  their 
rnother  lor  assistance,  soon  inform- 
ed the  enemy  of  the  strength  of  the 
house.  An  entrance  was  effected 
without  much  difficulty  through  the 
back  door.  The  first  one,  on  enter- 
ing, perceiving  young  Stephen,  seiz- 


‘l^ed  him  round  the  waist,  and  bore  him 
off  with  great  speed  toward  the  for- 
est. In  the  struggle  to  extricate 
himself  the  boy  used,  wdth  much 
efiiciency,  the  only  weapon  which 
, he  had  at  command,  and  gave  his 
j captor  a specimen  of  his  biiing 
i!  powers.  Four  other  of  his  brothers 
and  si'ters  met  with  a similar  fate, 
their  cafitors,  however,  belongingio 
different  tribes.  The  enemy,  after 
a sanguinary  struggle,  w'ere  repul- 
sed with  ^reat  loss. 

Mr.  B.’s  father  lost  considerably 
in  this  contest.  He  was  severely 
wounded  by  a large  slug-shot,  which 
p tssed  thr.jugh  his  le/t  shoulder  near 
the  joint,  disabling  that  arm  for  the 
remainder  ot  his  life.  Scarcely  had 
he  received  this  wound,  and  while 
his  garments  were  yet  drf*nched  with 
blood,  his  oldest  son,  Joseph,  was 
shot  dead  by  bis  side.  Added  to 
this  was  the  loss  of  his  five  children 
wiihin  the  same  hour.  Where  he 
knew  not!  Their  fate  shrouded  in 
dark,  terrible  uncertainty!  All  his 
property  was  stolen  except  the 
clothes,  arms,  and  ammunition  on 
his  person. 

The  party  who  captured  Stephen 
proceeded  towards  the  present  Kroo 
Town.  Wdien  about  half  way  they 
j:  halted  in  the  forest  and  formed  a 
II  camp.  Fires  were  lighted  in  every 
j:  direction.  Their  wounded,  dying, 

I and  dead  scattered  around,  presen- 
|:  ted  a IVightful  spectacle,  inspiring 
j the  youthful  captive  with  indescriba- 
l|  ble  sensations  and  fears  that  noth.iig 
i short  of  his  own  life  would  satisfy 
j,  their  revenge.  Of  these  he  was 
|i  soon  relieved  by  their  fet  lingly  striv- 
|i  itig  to  offer  comfort,  assuring  him 
j that  he  should  not  be  injured,  but 
I that,  so  soon  as  hostilities  ceased, 
j'  he  should  be  restored  to  his  family. 

;!  After  a rest  of  two  hours  they’ 
turned  toward  the  sea-coftst^  direct- 
i ing  their  course  to  the  St.  Paul’s  Riv- 
i er,  the  whole  company  walking  hrdf 
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brnt  to  prevent  detection  by  tbe 
settlers,  who  occu|)ie(i  the  hill 
with  cannon.  They  succeetled  in 
reacliiiiii  a native  villase  near  St. 
Paul’s  bar  in  the  cour.-e  of  the  day. 
Soon  alter  tliey  enibaiked  in  a canoe 
for  Peter  Bro'iiley’s  Town — the  site 
of  the  present  settlement  r»t  Virginia, 
at  which  place  they  arrived  the  same 
afternoon,  delivering  their  captive 
to  the  old  chief,  Peter  Bromley,  by 
whom  he  was  kindly  treated. 

The  natives  also,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  treated  him  with 
great  attention  and  care ; for  by 
warm  baths  in  decoction  of  herbs, 
and  other  simple  prescriptions,  he 
was  safely  brought  through  the  Af- 
rican fever,  Irom  which  he  was 
suffering  at  the  lime  of  the  at- 
tack. Bromley  had  had  much  inter- 
course vviih  the  English  when  the 
slave-trade  was  prosecuted  by  that 
people  on  this  coast.  He  spoke 
the  English  language  quite  fluently, 
and  took  great  pride  in  practicing 
many  of  the  civilized  customs,  it 
was  supposed  he  was  of  Englisli 
origin,  a son  of  some  white  man,  as 
he  had  the  appearance  of  a sunburn 
ed  mulatto.  To  the  end  of  his  life 
he  was  much  incensed  against  the 
colonists  for  the  death-blow  given  by 
them  to  the  slave-trade  in  that  sec- 
tion of  country. 

Stephen  remained  in  captivity 
four  months,  during  which  time  he 
saw  no  civilized . person  except  his 
brother  James,  who  was  permitted 
by  the  chief  who  held  him  prisoner 
‘o  pay  him  a vi>it.  Frequent  intelli- 
gence was  received  from  his  other 
brothers  and  sisters  that  they  were 
also  kindly  treated,  tiius  alleviating 
in  some  degree  the  separation  from 
each  other. 

At  this  time  tbe  commissioners 
appointed  by  Governor  Ashniun  to 
negotiate  for  their  liberation  arrived 
at  Bromley’s  Town,  after  a success- 
ful visit  to  the  chiefs  wdio  held  ihej 


other  children.  At  the  close  of  a 
ti  lew'  hours’  interview  with  Bromley, 

' young  Benson  was  informed  that 
the  day  s of  his  captivity  were  ended, 
i and,  to  use  his  own  language,  “that 
I was  a day  1 shall  never  forget  w hile 
, I life  shall  last.” 

The  succeeding  two  years  were 
j spent  in  assisting  his  father,  who 
I cleared  and  inclosed  his  land,  built 
I a neat,  commodious  frame  house, 

I weather-boarded  and  shingled,  and 
I at  that  time  the  largest  one  in  Mon- 
j rovia.  In  1825  he  was  called  upon 

i to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  moilier. 

I From  this  time  to  1830  Mr.  Benson 

I spent  in  acquiring  the  rudiments  of 
j an  education  in  the  schools  estab- 
ilished  by  the  Colonization  Society, 

I which  was  to  train  and  prepare  him 

I for  responsible  duties  m the  affairs 

II  and  government  of  his  adopted 
jl  countfy. 

ii  About  this  time  Mr.  Ashmun  gave 
his  father  permanent  employ  ment  as 
colonial  factor  at  Grand  Bassa — 
seven  years  prior  to  the  first  setile- 

! ment  formed  there.  His  duties  were 
1 to  purchase  rice,  palm-oil,  and  cat- 
! tie,  which  were  sent  by  land,  or  ship- 
, ped  to  Monrovia,  for  the  use  ol  the 
emigrants,  or  other  purposes  of  the 
Colonization  Society. 

Arriving  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
Stephen’s  scholastic  labors  termina- 
ted, his  father  thinking  it  advisable 
for  him  to  select  some  legitimate 
business  for  life.  His  own  taste 
and  inclination  turned  towards  the 
sea,  and,  unkuow'n  to  his  family,  he 
contracted  and  made  arrangements 
ji  with  Captain  Thompson,  of  the  col- 
ij  onial  schooner  '■  Mesiirado,”  to  sail 
iiWilh  him  as  supercargo,  but  was 
( prevented  from  his  purpose  by  an 
j ulcer  which  disabled  him  for  six 
[I  mouths. 

!i  On  his  recovery  his  attention  was 
' turned  to  mercantile  employment, 

|i  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
ji  military  campaign,  in  lbS2,  he  un- 
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interruptedly  served  ns  clerk  and  ! 
sfoie-l<eej)er  in  Monrovia  four  years,  i 
Tlie  campaign  alluded  to  was  a<raiiisi  | 
King  VViiiey’s  Town  and  vicinity  on  j 
tlie  north  side  of  St.  Panl’s  Hivei.  ' 
These  nai  ives  had  repetiledly  a i rested 
and  resold  into  slavery  persons  \\  horn 
the  colonial  governnieni  had  libera- 
ted from  slave  factories,  and  on  be- 
ing rernoiisirated  uiih  by  Dr.  Mech- 
lin, the  colonial  agent,  returned  on- 
ly in  lilting  and  tlireaiening  replies, 
till  ii  severe  ch  stisement  was  found  ' 
indispeiisible. 

On  the  march  thither  the  troops, 
attended  hy  Dr.  Mechlin,  <-ampi  d 
the  second  night  at  F«  ter  Bromley’s 
Town,  the  scene  of 'Mr.  B.’s  le.-i- 
dence  in  captivity  nine  years  jirio  i- 
onsly.  They  reached  the  enemy’s 
village  the  third  day,  and,  with  the 
loss  of  a few  men,  lorced  them  to 
submission,  and  returned  in  a week’s 
time  from  leaving  Monrovia. 

In  June,  1S35,  the  Hankinson 
dilliculty  broke  out  with  King  Joe 
Harris,  and  on  the  10th  of  thtit 
month  some  twenty  settlers  ofBassa 
were  massacred  by  Joe  Harris’s  sub- 
jects. 

The  factory  being  situated  four' 
miles  up  the  St.  John’s,  before  iti- ' 
telligence  of  the  commencement  of 
liostihties  could  be  conveyi  d thither, 
the  enen»y  had  surrounded  the 
house,  and  were  panting  for  Mr. 
Benson’s  blood.  His  life  would  have 
been  saccrificed  to  their  insatiate  re- 
venge h'ad  it  not  been  for  the  inces- 
sant and  urgent  entreaties  of  old 
King  Joe’s  son,  a lad  of  thirteen, 
who  had  been  in  the  enijiloyment 
of  Mr.  B.  for  two  years,  and  was 
much  attached  to  him.  This  lad’s 
influence  was  great,  as  the  enemy 
were  his  father’s  subjects.  While 
pleading  with  a portion  of  them  the 
others  commenced  filiindering  the 
factory,  which  proved  the  signal  for 
the  entire  jiany  to  hasten  to  the 
scene  of  robbery.  Mr.  B.,  taking  ad- 


vantage of  the  confusion,  escaped 
to  Edina.  The  enemy  swept  the 
establishment  clean  of  ever\  thing. 

When  the  disastrous  news  reach- 
ed Monrovia  a corps  of  volunteers 
(among  whom  was  Stephen)  were 
sent  down  to  jirolect  Edina  and 
punish  the  aggressors.  Hostilitiis 
continued  four  months;  three  en- 
gagements took  j)lace,  w hicli  lesult- 
ed  in  the  burning  of  King  Joe’s 
Town,  and  forcing  him  into  a state 
of  subjeciioti. 

On  the  9ih  of  January,  1836, 
Thomas  Buchanan,  commissi<iiier 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Colotiizaiion 
Society  of  Ihuinsy  Ivania  and  Nevv- 
York,  anchored  in  Bassa  harbor  in 
the  brig  “Independence,”  bringing 
with  him  a timely  and  ample  supply 
of  goods,  provisions,  and  munitions 
of  war.  J’hese  v^ere  hailed  with 
much  joy,  inspiring  new  life  and 
hopes  among  the  settlers. 

Air.  Buchanan  was  the  first  man 
in  Liberia  wiio  had  the  courage  to 
order  a slave-ship  from  Ba-^sa  harbor. 
This  occurred  in  August,  1836,  when 
a Spanish  slave-schooner  of  two 
hundred  tons  anchored  in  the  Cove. 
Mr.  Buchanan  requested  Air.  Ben- 
son to  take  a barge,  with  fifteen 
choice  men, each  armed  with  a cutlass 
and  United  States  musket,  and  com- 
mand him  to  leave.  With  difficuby, 
they  pulled  through  the  bar,  being 
nearly  swamped  on  it,  and  when 
within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the 
schooner,  those  on  board,  seeing 
such  an  unusual  number  of  armed 
men  making  directly  for  them,  the 
sails  already  hoisted  for  drying,  there 
being  a fine  beeze,  slipped  cable, 
and  stood  out  for  sea.  The  party 
from  Bassa,  hov^ever,  proceeded  to 
Pishtown,  landed,  and  told  the  chiefs 
Grambo  and  Black  Will,  who  had 
engaged  to  sujiply  the  vessel  with 
.-laves,  what  would  be  the  result,  if 
they  allow'ed  a slaver  to  establish  a 
slave-factory  among  them  again. 
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]\lr.  Benson  undersinrtJirig  much  of  I sRlifiOiciion  would  they  give,  ilian 
llicir  liuiguage,  overheard  a con-  [ that  they  knew  nolhing  of  the  mat- 
versation  which  passed  hetvveen  ter,  but  were  dispnsed  to  talk  about 
Grarnbo  arid  his  followers,  who  were  I it.  A day  was  a ppointed,  and  about 
much  incensed  at  the  threats.  1'licy  ■ sixty  men  and  officers,  accompanit  d 


said,  “ From  that  day’s  expediii</ii 
they  were  convinced  they  could  no 
longer  live  contiguously  with  the 
settlers,  jiursue  the  slave  trafhc,  and 
be  on  jieaceful  terms;  hence  they 
were  determined  to  extertninaie 
them,  or  be  exterminated  them- 
selves,” 

During  the  last  nine  months  of 
^Ir.  Buchanan’s  resiih  nee  in  Bassa, 


I by  Dr.  Johnson,  proceeded  dowMu 
V\  hen  within  four  hundred  yards  of 
Black  Will’s  Town  they  were  sur- 
prised and  fired  u[)on  by  the  enemy 
concealed  in  ambush,  wounding 
eight  or  ten  nun.  Not  prepared 
fir  such  treacliery,  there  was  no 
alleinaiive  but  to  fight  with  the  scanty 
supply  of  ammunition  they  had,  and, 
if  possible,  to  force  their  way  and 


Mr  Benson  lived  with  him,  serving  destroy  the  native  towns,  vv  hich  they 
as  seentary:  and  after  his  return  'succeeded  in  accompli.»liing,  both 
to  the  stales  lie  continued  as  a c«d-  j|  parties  losing  some  men.  On  their 
onial  store-heeper,  not  yet  being  of  i lelurn  in  the  afternoon,  the  enemy 
age.  Dr.  Ai cDowell  sncceedinl  i\Jr.  in  ambush  the  entire  way  poured 
Buchanan  in  the  agency,  which  he  uprni  them  a most  destructive  fire, 
held  till  August,  18J7,  when  he  which  could  iiot  be  returned,  as  the 
w as  followed  by  Governor  J.  J.  JNIat-  |i  ammunition  was  spent.  This  being 
thias,  who,  with  Dr.  Johnson,  arriv-  ; perceivi  d by  the  assailants,  encour- 
ed  in  the  schooner  “ Charlotte  Har-  : aged  them  to  close  upon  them, 
per.”  The  same  year  Governor  Mat-  j Hj)proaching  within  ten  feet  and 
ihiassucceeded  in  confederating  Edi- 1|  shooting  dowoi  the  men,  puisuing 
na  w’iih  Bassa.  He  returned  to  the  ; them  till  they  reached  Bassa.  Be- 
Uiiiied  Slates  in  May  of  the  follow-  j fore  the  town  could  be  placed  in  a 
ing  year,  leaving  Dr.  Johnson  in  j state  of  defence,  the  outer  houses 
charge  of  the  government.  J were  taken  possession  of,  robbed,  set 

1 he  inhabitants  were  soon  involv-  j on  fire,  and  burnt  to  asiies,  Air. 
ed  in  a general  war  with  the  natives,  ||  lienson’s  being  among  the  number, 
who  were  determined,  if  possible,  to  j The  settleis  having  now  procured 


exterminate  the  colonists.  The  fir.>t 
act  of  aggression  was  the  foul  and 
brutal  murder  of  Governor  Finley,  in 
September,  while  traveling  from 
Fishtown  to  Bassa  under  the  guid 


ammunition,  and  roused  to  despera- 
tion by  the  bold uess  of  the  Fi dimen, 
rallied,  and  checked  them  for  the 
night  with  a loss  on  both  sides. — 
Dr.  Johnson  was  amonor  the  wound- 


ance  of  the  treacherous  Fishmen.  ed.  The  night  was  spent  by  the 
After  murdering  liim,  they  robbed  | troops  in  preparing  for  the  morrow’s 
and  threw  the ’body  into  the  sea ; i attack',  which  was  renewed  at  ten 
fn,»m  whence  it  was  washed  to  the  '|  o’clock,  the  enemy  being  reinforced 
beach,  and  found  by  the  incensed  to  the  number  of  fifteen  hundred 


settlers  after  a rigorous  search. 
Messengers  were  immediately  dis- 


rnen  ; and  raged  till  three  o’clock, 
vvhen  they  w'ere  finally  repulsed 


patched  to  the'^chiefs  Grarnbo  and  1 with  a severe  loss.  The  condition 
Black  Will  to  inform  them  of  the  | of  Bassa  was  deplorable  ; nearly  all 
fact,  and  a demand  for  the  murder-  | communication  was  cut  off,  and  no 
ers  to  be  given  up,  or  for  an  inves-  ;|  one  able  to  give  employment.  The 
tigation  to  take  place.  No  other ||ene)iiy,  in  the  meantime,  were  ma- 
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king  active  preparations  for  another 
attack  by  uniting  and  concentrating 
in  the.  vicinity  all  the  native  tribes, 
evidently  with  the  design  of  crushing 
at  one  lilovv  the  little  band.  Mat* 

. ters  continued  thus  till  December, 
when  a reinforcement  of  sixty-six 
men  arriving  from  Monrovia,  a gen- 
eral attack  was  made  against  the  j 
enemy.  After  a desperate  resis- 
tance, in  which  the  troops  lost  but 
few  men,  they  were  successful  in 
routing  the  enemy.  In  that  en- 
gagement, the  captain  of  the  com-  * 
pany  of  which  Mr.  Benson  was  tir^t  j, 
lieutenant,  being  wounded,  the  com-  ',i 
maud  devolved  on  him,  and  he  ac- 
quitted himself  in  a soldierly  man-  i 
ner.  j; 

The  entire  forces  on  both  occa-  ! 
sions  were  commanded  by  Major; 
William  L,  Weaver.  After  this,  |j 
there  were  no  more  active  hostili-  | 
ties,  each  party  feeling  at  liberty  to  ‘ 
annoy  and  injure  the  other  when  i 
an  opportunity  presented.  In  May,  Jj 
1839,  Governor  Buchanan  again  ar- 
rived,  unexpectedly,  in  the  “Saluda,”  |i 
to  the  great  joy  and  relief  of  the  dis-  jj 
tressed  settlers.  He  landed,  was  ij 
escorted  by  the  tiiilitary  to  the  gov-  {; 
ernor’s  tesidence,  amid  the  shouts  ;! 
of  men,  women,  and  children.  In 
a few  days  alter  his  arrival  consulta- 
tion was  held  as  to  the  Joest  method 
of  bringing  about  a speedy  adjust- 
ment of  difficulties,  and  a perfect 
restoration  of  peace ; when  it  was 
determined  to  send  a po^itive  mes- 
sage to  the  hostile  chiefs  for  a nego- 
tiation.  Mr.  Benson  was  selected 
for  this  dangerous  and  important 
mission.  Armed  with  Governor 
Buchanan’s  own  pistols,  he  proceed- 
ed about  fifteen  miles  to  the  town 
of  the  most  powerful  of  the  chiefs,  j 
Old  Prince  John,  informed  him  of 
the  governor’s  return,  of  his  wish  to 
investigate  matters,  and  to  make  an 
equitable  adjustment;  that  he,  with 
.associate  chiefs,  must  meet  him  on  jj 


a certain  day  at  a designated  place, 
and  that,  in  case  of  treachery  or 
failure  to  the  appoiniment,  they 
might  expect  a renewal  of  hostilities, 
which  would  end  only  in  their  ex- 
termination. He  returned  next  day 
via  the  Fishmen  settlement,  to  de- 
liver the  same  message  to  the  notori- 
ous Grambo  and  Black  Will,  and 
reporuM  to  Governor  Buchanan  that 
a faithful  promise  had  been  given  to 
do  as  he  demanded.  When  the 
day  of  in vestigation  arrived,  they 
met  according  to  promise,  display- 
ing, in  the  course  of  negotiation,  as 
great  natural  abilities  to  conduct  a 
case  as  their  more  civilized  and  en- 
lightened opponents. 

In  March,  1838,  Mr.  Benson  em- 
braced religion,  and  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
1841  he  was  licensed  as  a lodtal 
preacher,  and  in  1853  was  ord  ^ined 
deacon  in  said  Church  by  Bishop 
Scott. 

In  184‘2  he  was  chosen  a mem- 
ber of  the  Colonial  Council,  which 
posilion^he  held  until  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  colony  in  1847.  In 
1848  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  Ad- 
miralty of  Bassa  County,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  A'ith  great  accep- 
tance until  his  advancement  to  the 
vice-presidency  of  the  Republic  in 
May,  1853.  At  the  biennial'  elec- 
tion held  May  1,  1855,  he  was  ele- 
vated to  the  presidency,  the  highest 
office  in  the  gift  of  his  appreciating 
countrymen.  He  will  make,  we 
confidently  preaict,an  excellent  chief 
magistrate,  and  reflect  honor  on  him- 
self and  his  race. 

We  cannot  better  conclude  this 
sketch  of  so  interesting  a character 
than  by  presenting  the  subjoined 
brief  and  eloquent  letter  addressed 
to  the  wwiter  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gur- 
ley, a gentleman  well  known  to  the 
world  as  long  identified  in  move- 
ments having  for  their  object  the 
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Ill 


(lifTusion  of  light,  civilization,  and  ' 
the  Chriislian  religion  over  all  Af- 
rica. ! 

“ I am  happy  to  expre.-«s  the  opin- 
ion I have  formed,  as  well  from  per- 
sonal acquaintance  as  from  the  gon- : 
eral  testimony  of  the  good  people  of : 
Liberia,  of  the  high  character  o’  i 
Stephen  A.  Benson,  the  President 
elect  of  that  Republic.  I have  sel- ; 
dom  seen  a man  more  free  from  im- 
perfections, or  more  adorned  with' 
virtues.  You  are  aware  that  Mr  ■ 
Ben>!on  is  of  purely  Africati  descent  , 
hut  through  his  dark  features  beam^ 
a mind  of  great  intelligence,  r>f  stain- 
less honor,  of  quick  and  delicate  . 
sensibilities,  and  noble  alTeciions.! 
From  early  childhood  he  has  lived; 
in  Liberia;*  he  has  witne-sed  its! 
ch  meres  and  progress  from  the  j 
second  or  third  year  of  its  existence;  j 
there  he  has  been  educatevl,  and  I 
there  uninterruptedly  lived.  He  is,  I 
I presume,  about  forty  years  of  age.  j 
His  manners  are  easy,  natural,  grace- 1 
fill,  and  could  not  well  be  improved.  | 
Earnestly  engaged  in  agriculture  as  | 
well  as  commerce ; intent  upon  all  ’ 
public  improvements,  he  has  devo-  ' 
ted,  perhaps,  the  larger  portion  of 
his  time  for  many  years,  as  desired 
by  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety, to  the  care  and  settlement  of 
successive  companies  of  emigrants, 
animated  and  sustained,  in  his  dif- 
ficult and  unremitted  labors,  by  his 
patriotism  and  the  power  of  an  ar- 
dent and  ever-active  benevolence. 
It  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the 
value  of  these  labors,  or  the  pure  j 


'cind  generous  philanthropy  that  has 
inspired  them. 

“ iVIr.  Benson’s  house,  when  I 
visited  Bassa  Cove  in  1849,  was 
ever  open  to  respected  strangers  as 
well  as  tr)  his  friends,  anrl  nothing 
cf)uld  exceed  the  gentle  but  rnulti- 
[)lied  and  unostentatious,  offices  of 
kindness  which  attended  and  illus- 
'rated  his  hospitality.  He  is  happy 
in  a wife  worthy  of  his  aflections,  a 
datighter  of  Dr.  James  Moore,  who 
emigrated  many  years  ago  from  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  who,  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  not  only  dischar- 
ged the  duties  of  a physician,  but 
was  a zealous  and  psefiil  preacher 
in  the  Methodist  Church. 

“The  office  of  judge  in  one  of 
the  high  courts  was  filled  ably  for 
several  years  by  Mr.  Benson,  yet,  as 
a local  preacher  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  he  his  been  ready  at  all 
times  to  urge  the  paramount  claims 
of  .Christianity  as  the  main  hope 
of  the  Liberian  Republic  and  the 
world.  . 

“ I regret  to  hear,  that  during  the  ; 
late  presidential  election  the  evil  f 

passions  of  our  nature  have  not  been  j 
wholly  quiescent,  but  they  should  ! 

now  sleep.  The  citizens  of  that  \ 

favored  republic,  so  bright  with  hope  | 
for  a long  oppressed  and  afflicted  | 
race,  should  sustain,  as  with  one 
heart,  the  constitution  of  their 
choice,  and  the  man  so  worthy  of 
their  confidence,  elevated  by  tlieir 
free  suffrages  to  the  first  office  of  the 
republic.” 


Letter  from  Bishop  Payne. 

To  THE  Secretary  of  the  Foreig>t  Missionary  Committee. 

Cavalla,  July  14,  1855.  in  the  great  work  of  evangelizing 
Rev.  and  dear  Brother: — At  a lime  the  heathen  world,  I have  thought 
when,  in  strange  contrast  with  other  that  material  for  one  of  your  “ Oc- 
Protestants,  Episcopalians  in  the  I casional  Papers,”  setting  forth,  in 
United  Slates  manifest  much  apathy  I some  measure,  the  past  results  and 
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present  prospects  of  our  African  i 
iMission,  might  be  of  some  service,  j 

No  pen  can  trace,  because  no; 
human  observation  can  discover,  ^ 
tile  actual  progress  of  that  “ king- | 
dorn  which  comeih  not  with  obser-  i 
vation.”  And  weak  is  that  faitli, 
and  pitiable  that  benevolence  which 
must  have  continual signs  from! 
heaven”  to  prompt  to  the  discharge  | 
of  evident,  abiding  duty.  But  those 
who  pray  in  faiih  for  Christ’s  promis-  ' 
ed  presence  with  his  Gospel,  natur-  | 
ally  look  for  and  are  cheered  liy  the 
tokens  of  that  presence.  To  these  i 
failhfu I ones  this  jiaper  is  addressed.  i 

i'tiere  is  a sp‘^cie.-'  of  proof  of  the  ; 
presence  of  God  with  the  mission  : 
winch  even  most  Christians  over- 
look, but  wliich  is  alike  “precious 
in  ihe  siohi  of  ihe  Lord”  and  of  his 
saints.  When  the  tree,  stripped  ofits 
leaves  and  branches  by  the  rude 
winds,  is  seen  putting  them  forth 
ag.iin,  as  soon  as  the  tempest  i.s 
passed,  wo'  know  thnt  life  is  in  ihe 
tree.  And  so  when  one  laborer 
after  anoiher  is  withdrawn  from  the 
missionary  held,  or  sickens  and  dies, 
but  the  cause  of  the  mission  is  ever 
onward,  we  see  and  know  i/iat  the 
hfe  of  Him  who  ever  workeih  is  in  it. 

Strange — oh  how  strange,  that 
multiiudes,  ministei s of  Christ, 

too,  who  will  occupy  the  whole  sea-  i 
son  of  Lent,  and  other  seasons,  too,  | 
in  contemplating  the  humiliation,  | 
and  sufferings,  and  death  of  the  i 
Master,  and  would  fain  persuade ; 
themselves  that  they  and  their  peo-  i 
pie  have  fellowship  with  him  in  suf-  i 
ferings,  when  they  hear  of  sacrihce  i 
of  iiealth  and  life  for  Christ’s  sake, 
for  the  salvation  of  the  millions  ofi 
heathen  for  whom  he  died,  they 
shrink  back  in  horror,  or  ask,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  in  a spirit  not  very  un- 
like tint  which  first  prompted  the 
(piesiion — “ To  what  purpose  is  this 
waste  ?” 

But  although  these  are  the  mostj 


precious  fruits  of  missions,  those 
which  will  abound  most  to  the  ac- 
count of  missionaries  and  the  chur- 
ches with  which  they  are  connec- 
ted— as  being  the  most  unequivocal 
manifestation  of  fellowship  with 
Christ — “ the  filling  up  that  which 
is  behind  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ,” 
it  is  to  what  are  commonly  ’known 
as  the  results  of  missions  that  I now 
; call  attention. 

And  blessed  be  God  for  the  evi- 
dence we  have  that  the  Gospel 
, brings  forth  fruit  here,  as  it  has  in 
nil  the  world,  where  it  has  been 
; faiihfully  proclaimed. 

Tiie  efforts  of  the  Protestant 
Epi'copal  Mission,  it  is  gcnrally 
known,  have  been  directed  to  colo- 
nist and  native. 

. — 

THE  Colonist. 

When  the  writer  assumed  the 
partial  care  of  the  colonist  concrre- 
gation  at  Cape  Palmas,  in  1847, 
there  were  on  the  list  nine  commu- 
^nicants  From  that  time,  until  the 
j close  of  last  year,  there  had  died, 

I remrived,  or  been  suspended,  twenty. 

’ Notwithstanding  this,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  year,  there  were 
. over  ffty  colonist  communicants 
connected  with  the  Church. 

I Only  within  the  last  two  years 
the  operations  of  the  Church  have 
, been  extended  to  Monrovia.  During 
i this  time  about  ^//y  communicants 
' have  been  gathered  in  the  two  Chur- 
ches of  Trinity  and  Grace  Church, 
Clay- Ashland,  in  Mesurado  couiity, 

' making  an  aggregate  of  at  least  o?ie 
i hundred  colonist  communicants. 

COLONIST  CHURCHES  AND  SCHOOLS. 

St.  Mark’s,  four-story  building, 
has  long  since  been  completed,  and 
in  use,  as  has  also  Grace  Church, 
at  ("lay-Ashland.  Trinity  Church, 

! at  Monrovia,  a stone  structure,  56 
i feet  by  75,  is  also  in  course  of 
i erection. 
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The  Orphan  Asylum  on  the  ex-  | 
tremity  of  Cape  Palmas,  is  at  once  j 
an  ornament  and  a blessing  to  the  |; 
infant  colony;  as  is  also  the  High-  || 
School,  three  miles  distant,  at  Mt.  || 
Vaughan.  Connected  with  the  in- 
stitutions are  twenty-seven  boarding; 
scholars ; while  there  are  at  present,  | 
or  will  shortly  be,  connected  with  i 
them  and  the  Female  Day-School, ! 
at  Mt.  Vaughan,  about  one  hundred 
day-scholars.  In  the  Sunday-schools  j 
the  number  is  somewhat  greater.  | 

At  Monrovia,  and  in  Mesurado ' 
county,  are  four  Episcopal  day- 
schools — one  of  a high  grade,  un- 
der the  Rev.  Alexander  Crummel, 
assisted  by  Miss  Williams;  and  the  : 
former  has  two  young  men  under 
his  care  with  a view  to  the  ministry. 

In  the  Sunday-schools  here  are 
about  sixty  children. 

Besides  the  above-named  young  , 
men,  at  Monrovia,  two  members  of 
the  High-School  have  expressed 
their  conviction  of  duty  and  earnest, 
desire  to  enter  the  ministry. 

There  are,  then,  in  all, /owr  colon- 
ist candidates/or  the  ministry. 

THE  NATIVES. 

The  operations  of  the  mission ' 
have  always  been  chiefly  directed  to 
natives.  The  means  employed  have 
been  boarding-schools,  day  and 
night-schools,  visiting  from  house 
to  house,  and  public  preaching  of 
the  gospel. 

The  boarding-schools  have  been, 
hitherto,  apparently  most  productive 
of  spiritual  results. 

Scarcely  fewer  fifteen  hundred 
heathen  children  and  youth  can 
have  been  connected  with  these  j 
schools  during  the  existence  of  the 
mission,  for  longer  and  shorter 
periods. 

From  these,  mnc/y- owe  have  been 
baptised  and  received  into  commun- 
ion of  the  Church — of  whom  thirty- 


one  have  died,  or  been  suspended, 
leaving  seventy-two  at  present  on 
the  communicant’s  list.  And  these 
communicants  again  have  furnished 
two  native  deacons,  thirteen  school- 
masters, employed  at  different  times, 
besides  valuable  assistants  as  me- 
chanics and  secular  agents. 

Connected  with  the  night-schools, 

I at  different  times,  and  for  various 
■ periods,  there  have  been  several 
I hundreds  of  natives,  of  nearly  all  ages. 
At  present  there  is  a most  interesting 
I school  of  this  kind,  numbering  over 
a hundred  pupils.  Many  are  taught 
to  read,  and,  what  is  far  better,  have 
j received  a knowledge  of  the  Gospel. 

Visiting  from  house  to  house  has 
I never  been  remitted  by  missionaries, 
j nor  the  missionary  sisters  associated 
with  them.  And  recently,  at  Cavalla, 

! a Visiting  Committee  composed  en- 
j tirely  of  native  females,  has  been 
j formed  to  visit  native  women  at 
1 their  houses,  to  induce  them  to  at- 
' tend  religious  services,  and  other- 
wise influence  them  for  good;  nor 
I are  instances  wanting  to  show  that 
[ efforts  thus  made  have  been  effectu- 
al in  leading  souls  to  a knowledge 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

But  it  is  in  joreactog*-preaching  in 
towns  and  villages — to  the  many  and 
the  few- — the  Gospel  of  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ,  which,  blessed 
be  God,  has  ever  been  the  promi- 
nent business  of  the  mission.  And, 
I truly,  here  the  kingdom  of  God  has 
been  ^Tike  leaven.^'  It  has  worked  so 
I invisibly,  and  to  human  perception 
I so  slowly,  that  many  superficial, 
faithless  ones  have  grown  tired,  and 
because  they  could  not  see  the  pro- 
gress, which  God  alone  can  fully 
see,  they  have  grown  weary  in  well 
doinor  or  ceased  altogether  to  do. 
And  yet  the  leaven  has  ever  worked. 

Its  first  effect  was  to  arouse  the 
worst  elements  of  heathenism  in  ac- 
tive antagonism  and  conflict  with 
the  truth. 
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The  next  was  to  produce  a lull  of 
this  strife — a decent  respect  to  the 
representatives  of  Christianity,  and 
for  the  truths  they  taught. 

Next  followed  a general  assent  to 
the  great  doctrine  of  one  God  over 
all,  and  in  all,  and  consequent  re- 
jection ofgregrees,  of  idols,  and  de- 
mons. Multitudes  of  these  varieties 
were  cast  away  under  this  influence. 

And,  lastly,  the  mists  of  supersti- 
tion and  rubbish  being  thus  cleared 
away, the  rays  from  the  Sun  of  righte- 
ousness penetrate  the  mind  and 
soul,  and  tlie  heathen  “behold  the 
Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away  the 
sins  of  the  world. 

The  first  raising  of  life  from  the 
dead  mass  of  adult  heathenism,  was 
manifested  Sunday,  December  11, 
1853,  when  Hyano,  a converted  de- 
mon-man^ Gida  Wudi,  in  the  pride 
of  youthful  life  stood  up  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a full  assembly  of  their  peo- 
ple to  receive  baptism. 

The  next  was  a case  of  a man  of 
middle  age,  who,  under  the  silent 
dews  of  the  Spirit,  was  brought  to 
Christ. 

After  this,  was  that  of  a poor 
diseased  woman.  She  seldom  or 
never  attended  public  service.  But 
a sister  of  charity  sought  her  and  led 
her  to  the  Saviour.  In  her  little 
hut,  on  September  19,  she  received, 
in  baptism,  the  name  of  Mary  Louisa, 
after  the  angel  of  mercy  who  had 
saved  her.  In  about  one  month  more 
in  the  town  of  Hyano,  the  demon, 
his  wife,  and  a gray-headed  woman, 
were  gathered  into  the  true  fold  ; 
and  now,  in  Hyano’s  house,  morning 
and  evening,  assembled  the  little 
church  of  five,  to  offer  prayer  and 
praise  to  the  God  of  all,  in  their  own 
language,  wherein  they  were  born. 
Inthe  beginingof  this  year;  (1855,)  it 
being  determined  to  make  rice  farms 
at  a great  distance  from  town,  Hyano 
went  with  his  people  to  reside  in 


temporary  huts.  He  was  in  feeble 
health,  and  apprehensions  were  felt 
that  the  exposure  might  be  more 
than  he  could  bear.  But  he  made 
prayer,  as  aforetime,  morning  and 
evening,  in  his  frail  house,  with  all 
who  would  meet  there,  and  rested 
on  the  Sabbath,  “ according  to  the 
commandment.”  Many  watched 
him  with  an  evil  eye.  They  said 
Hyano  would  die,  or  that  he  would 
have  no  rice.  But  Hyano’s  health 
improved,  and  no  one’s  rice  grew 
better  than  his.  And  many  observ- 
ed, and  said,  “ Hyano's  God  is  a true 
God.” 

The  year  passed  on.  On  a cloudy 
afternoon,  at  Diima  Lu,  on  the 
Cavalla  river,  the  missionary  had 
preached,  as  he  had  done  many 
times  before,  and  the  hearers  said, 
haut  ie  nout,  (true  things,)  as  many 
scores  of  times  before  also.  The 
missionary  asked,  in  sorrow,  “ How 
long  will  you  say,  and  never  dot” 
One  replied,  “Do  what? — long  have 
I believed\.\\e  Gospel,  and  lam  ready 
to  do  whatever  it  requires.”  Another, 
and  another  and  another  said  so, 
likewise.  Amongst  these  was  a 
young  man,  whose  past  life  had 
been  notoriously  bad.  His  compan- 
ions reminded  him  of  this,  and  ex- 
pressed the  conviction  that  whatever 
others  might  do,  he  never  could  be 
a Christian.  ‘-'And  can  a wicked 
man  never  turn  from  his  wicked- 
ness ?”  he  replied,  “I  know  I have 
been  very  bad,  but  it  is  this  course 
which  I mean  to  forsake.” 

The  interest  continued  and  ex- 
tended. One  Sabbath  morning  a 
middle-aged  man,  from  the  above 
town,  presented  himself,  and  said, 
“ I have  come  to  inform  you  that  1 
have  resolved  to  do  the  mind  {lu, 
head)  of  God.”  “Why  is  this?” 
“ You  knew  my  father.  He  had 
many  idols,  and  had  great  faith  rn 
them.  But  these  prevented  not  his 
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sickness,  nor  his  death.  While  sick 
I consulted  many  deyabo  (demon- 
men) in  reference  to  him.  All  said 
he  would  recover,  and  all  lied.  Af- 
ter his  death,  I again  consulted  (hem, 
and  they  said  he  was  bewitched^  and 
in  one  month  the  witch  should  be 
manifested  by  an  untimely  death. 
Again  they  all  lied.  Henceforth  I 
will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
deyabo  or  greegrees.  I shall  serve 
God.”  Similar  cases  soon  followed. 
Amongst  these,  the  principal  man 
in  the  town,  on  one  Sabbath  after- 
noon, after  Mr.  Jones  had  held  ser- 
vices, gave  him  up  all  his  greegrees, 
and  announced  his  determination 
to  become  a Christian.  From  this 
town  seven  have  already  been  bap- 
tised, and  as  many  more  are  candi-' 
dates.  They  meet  morning  and 
evening  for  prayer,  in  the  house  of 
one  of  their  number;  and  when 
visited  by  the  missionary,  it  is  cheer- 
ing to  observe  the  devout  manner 
in  which  they  join  audibly  in  prayer 
and  praise.  In  the  largest  of  the 
Cavalla  towns,  as  well  as  in  two 
smaller  ones,  a hopeful  interest  is 
manifested  by  quite  a number,  male 
and  female — of  these /owr  have  been 
baptised,  making  in  all  elevenadultsf 
most  of  them  old  and  middle-aged 
men  and  women.  Quite  as  many 
more,  scattered  though  the  different 
towns,  are  desirit)g  baptism,  while 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  interest  is  extending.  “S.,” 
said  the  missionary  to  one,  formerly 
the  most  hardened  heathen,  “ why  | 
are  you  not  a Christian?”  “ I have  |i 
many  things  to  keep  me  back,”  he 
replied  ; “ but  of  one  thing  be  as- 
sured— / believe  the  Gospel,  and  so 
do  my  people.  Once  it  was  a mat- 
ter of  discussion  amongst  us,  but  it 
is  no  longer  so.  We  are  convinced  \ 
of  its  truth.  Hence  the  number 
coming  to  baptism ; and  we  all  shall 
receive  it  yet.” 


At  Cape  Palmas,  the  state  of 
thingsisquite  as  encouraging.  Since 
the  missionary  took  charge  of  that 
station,  some  two  months  ago,  the 
Sabbath  congregations  have  been 
full  almost*  to  overflowing,  and  at 
night  fifty  to  two  hundred  have 
attended  school.  Nor  does  this 
satisfy  them;  along  the  roads  they 
are  to  be  seen,  with  books  in  hand, 
asking  of  each  other  and  of  colonists, 
who  may  chance  to  be  passing  along, 
the  instruction  they  seek. 

Quite  a number,  the  missionary, 
George  Scott,  writes,  are  interested 
in  their  soul’s  salvation. 

Many  of  the  people  here  have 
thrown  away  their  greegrees. — 
Amongst  these,  Pe-Gipamo^  brother 
of  the  late  King  Freeman,  and  vir- 
tually his  successor.  This  aged 
man,  who  was  also  a deya,  has  not 
only  thrown  aw'ay  his  own  greegrees 
but  walks  about  amongst  his  people, 
and  exhorts  them  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample. The  subject  of  throwing 
away  the  public  greegrees^  at  Cape 
Palmas,  has  been  discussed,  and 
although  the  measure  cannot  yet, 
probably,  be  carried,  there  is  a large 
number  in  its  favor. 

Co-existent  with  this  religious  in- 
terest amongst  the  peo})le,  has  been 
a remarkable  quickening  of  zeal, 
and  sense  of  responsibility,  amongst 
our  native  assistants.  This,  under 
God,  is  greatly  attributable  to  the 
death  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert  Smith. 

At  the  monthly  missionary  meet- 
ing, in  June,  being  that  immediate- 
ly after  Mr.  Smith’s  death.  Rev. 
Clement  Jones,  native  deacon,  made 
an  address.  In  this  he  expressed 
his  own  deep  conviction,  that  God, 
in  thus  suddenly  calling  away  the 
foreign  missionary,  spoke  to  him 
and  all  native  agents  to  arouse  them- 
selves to  action.  They  must  cease 
to  depend  upon  laborers  from  abroad. 
If  the  country  is  to  be  evangelized. 


By  still  later  accounts  the  number  had  reached  thirty-four. 
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it  must  be  done  chiefly  by  its  own 
people.  “ A nd  why  not  ?”  he  asked. 
“What  is  the  Gospel. Ii  words — 
word>,  which  I may  speak,  and  )ou, 
and  all.  God  must  give  povver  to 
the  words,  but  the  words  we  may  all 
pronounce.  God  has  evidently  placed 
our  work  before  us.  Let  us  resolve 
to  do  it.”  N.  S.  Harris,  native 
teacher  at  Cape  Palmas,  and  candi- 
date for  orders,  followed  in  a similar 
most  effective  speech.  He  mourn- 
ed over  his  own  past  want  of  zeal, 
and  called  upon  all,  henceforth,  to 
unite  with  him  in  amendment  of 
life.  , 

At  the  close  of  the  examinations 
at  Cavalla,  T.  C.  Brownell,  native 
teacher  at  this  station,  in  a long  but 
interesting  address,  urged  to  the 
same  course. 

In  like  manner,  at  Rocktown,  a 
fevv  days  afterwards,  the  same  rno- 


’ tives  and  object  were  presented. 

: And  the  gratifying  fact  is,  that  action 
has  followed  words.  In  public  and 
I ill  private;  in  assemblies  of  people 
' called  by  themselves,  and  with  old 
companions  at  school,  but  now  re- 
! lapsed  to  heathenism,  have  the 


j!  effectively  is  seen,  in  part,  by  the 
! record  now  given.  It  shall  be  more 
! fully  seen  herealter.  In  the  mean- 
; time,  gratitude,  and  joy,  and  faith, 

! and  hope,  find  their  delightful  ex- 
' pressions  in  the  words  of  the  Apos- 
tolic Missionary,  “Now  thaiiks  be 
unto  God,  which  always  causeth  us 
to  triumph  in  Christ,  and  maketh 
manifest  the  savor  of  his  knowledge 
by  us  in  every  place. 

Your  fellow-laborer  in  the  Gospel, 
John  Payne. 


Every  reader’s  heart  must  rejoice 
at  the  tidings  which  come  to  us  from 
the  far  off  region  of  Yoruba.  Our 
dear  brother  Clark,  it  will  be  seen, 
is  hopeful  and  earnest  in  his  en- 
deavours to  communicate  to  the 
thousands  around  him  the  tidings 
of  a Saviour’s  love. 

We  append  the  followinsr  from 
his  pen,  having  just  returned  from  a 
tour  of  six  weeks,  in  the  interior. 

After  an  absence  of  six  weeks, 
it  has  pleased  God,  to  bring  me 
home  in  health  and  safety.  Though 
I have  been  favored  with  a few  days 
of  recreation  since  my  return,  I 
have  preferred  devoting  ihem  to  rest 
rather  than  giving  you  a lengthened 
detail  of  my  lour.  So,  all  I can  do 
at  present,  is  to  give  you  a general 
view  of  my  late  travels.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  lour  was  to  preach 
and  gain  information  as  to  the  con- 


dition, prospects,  &c.,  of  the  coun- 
try. The  principal  tow^n,  Ishakki, 
I design  visiting,  is  six  days  journey 
to  the  North  West  of  Ijaye.  The 
route  was  N.  W.,  passing  through 
the  towns  of  Iki,  Erin,  Arroye,  Oka- 
efo,  Okeramo,  Herosson,  Huku, 
i Ishakki.  As  my  object  was  to 
preach,  I appointed  my  time  as  well 
as  circumstances  would  permit,  and 
; did  not  reach  Ishakki  until  the  lapse 
' of  fifteen  days.  Your  first  inquiry 
' would  very  naturally  be,  how  did 
! the  people  receive  the  gospel I 
i will  give  you  my  plan  of  preaching, 

I and  the  attention  of  the  people, 
whence  you  can  form  your  own 
i opinion.  In  accordance  with  the 
country  custom,  as  soon  as  possible, 
after  entering  a town,  the  prelirnina- 
.ries  being  arranged,  I called  on  the 
chief,  slated  my  object,  preached 
the  gospel,  and  gave  in  my  present. 
This  done,  I was  then  et  liberty  to 
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prf^ach  whenever  I saw  fit.  Iser  ' 
lies  west  two  days  journey  fromljaye,  , 
though  the  distance  may  be  travelled 
in  a day.  It  has  an  interesting 
population  of  15,000,  or  20,000 
souls,  who  received  the  words,  al- ' 
most  with  enthusiasm.  This  feeling; 
was  confined  to  no  particular  class,  j 
The  chief  and  his  courtiers  manifes- ! 
ted  that  respect  and  attention,  which  ’ 
argue  most  favorably  for  the  gospel,  j 
It  would  be  almost  unnecessary  to  1 
paint  before  you  the  picture  as  I 
saw  it.  You  would  scarce  believe 
the  half.  Scores  and  hundreds  at  ! 
almost  every  corner,  listened  with  i; 
death-like  silence  to  the  gladdening 
sounds  of  the  gospel.  To  one  un- 
accU'lomed  to  African  congrega-  i; 
tions  it  would  seem  the  whole  peo-  ;| 
pie  were  on  the  very  verge  of  be- 
coming Christians.  This  is  a good 
specimen  of  nearly  every  town 
through  which  I passed  to  Illorin. 
On  one  occasion  while  stopping  to 
eat  and  rest,  I took  a walk  to  the 
top  of  a mountain  near  the  road,  for 
the  purpose  of  preaching  and  view- 
ing the  country.  Accomplishing  ; 
my  object,  I proposed  to  return,  i 
But  no!  The  chief  of  the  town  i, 
must  hear  the  word  of  God,  they  ^ 
said.  1 waited,  and  waited — no '! 
chief  came.  Again  and  again  I jl 
started  to  go,  but  the  determined  | 
people  said,  no.  And  at  last  after 
they  exhausted  all  their  ingenuity,  I 
had  to  force  myself  away,  amid  their 
regrets,  as  no  one  knew  when  the 
chief  would  return  from  the  farms. 
In  Arroye,  the  chief  received  us  with 
exultation.  Here  we  preached 
through  tiie  town,  many  gladly  re- 
ceiving the  word.  There  is  here  a 
population  of  ten  thousand  souls.  ; 
We  could  delay’  only  one  day  hav-  i 
ing  preached  nine  or  ten  times  dur- 
ing  that  short  period.  Oke-efo,  j 
distant  one  day’s  journey,  pobula-  ' 
tion  the  same,  was  ecjually  as  en-  I 
thusiaslic  in  hearing  the  word.  Old  J 


men  on  the.  verge  of  the  gra\e  seem 
ready  to  open  their  hearts.  We  were 
received  at  first  with  a little  fear, 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  death 
of  the  late  chief.  Apprehensions 
however  were  soon  removed,  and  at 
dark,  the  young  regent  made  him- 
self known,  and  welcomed  us  to  his 
town.  After  a delay  of  three  days, 
it  w'as  with  difficulty  even  then  we 
could  take  our  departure.  Another 
town  a few  miles  from  Oke-efo, 
where  we  preached  in  passing  to 
many  attentive  hearers.  We  have 
been,  for  sometime  now  literally 
upon  the  mountains,  and  must  for 
a while  descend  into  the  plain. 
For  self-protection,  many  towns 
and  villages  are  found  on  the  high- 
est mountains.  This  is  the  case 
with  the  next  town,  Oke-Amo. 
Here  we  made  but  little  stay.  Yet 
we  were  most  kindly  received.  The 
chief  of  this  town,  a fatherly  man, 
listened  as  if  he  was  just  ready  to 
grasp  the  gospel.  The  next  night 
you  will  find  us  poor  exiles  at  the 
foot  of  Huku,  driven  from  the 
mountain  fortress  where  we  had  as- 
cended to  the  plain  before,  there  to 
spend  the  night  under  the  canopy 
of  heaven.  In  the  night  you  hear 
them  crying  out  we  will  shoot  white 
man  with  arrows  if  he  comes  here. 
Poor  people  ! This  is  only  a little 
freak.  There  is  no  harm.  They  will 
regret  their  folly,  and  soon  plead  to 
have  the  gospel  among  them.  The 
next  night  we  slept  in  the  city  of 
Ishakki.  Here  we  remained  a week. 
Pardon  w'hat  I have  written,  until 
you'hear  from  me  again.  My  dear 
brethren,  I repeat  what  I have  said 
before,  the  country  is  ripe  for  the 
gospel,  we  beg  for  men. 

[From  the  Christian  Index.] 

Dear  Bro.  Martin: — I send  you 
a letter  transcribed  from  one  written 
by  my  brother,  Wm.  H.  Clark,  who 
was  adopted  by  the  Bethel  Associa-r 


118 


Letters  from  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Clark. 


[April, 


tion  as  a missionary,  and  who  is 
now  laboring  in  the  kingdom  of 
Yorub^,  Central  Africa.  Hoping 
that  it  may  be  of  some  interest  to 
your  readers,  I submit  it  for  publi- 
cation. Yours  in  Christ, 

J.  R.  Clark. 

Ijaye,  Central  Africa, 

October  3,  1855. 

My  Bear  Bro.  and  Sister: — Not- 
withstanding my  ineffectual  appeals 
to  my  brethren  and  friends  at  home 
for  their  correspondence,  I still  con- 
tinue my  poor  favors  as  circum- 
stances permit.  Perhaps  you  may 
be  surprised  when  I tell  you  one 
year  has  elapsed,  and  not  one  word 
from  you  has  yet  reached  me.  Why 
is  this  ? Is  there  a cause  ? Think 
you  I am  deadened  to  interest  for 
those  whom  I have  left  behind?  I 
am  grieved  to  see  so  little  interest 
manifested  by  brethren  at  home. — 
Except  a few  items  of  news  gather- 
ed here  and  there  from  occasional 
letters  and  papers,  our  home  stock 
of  information  is  at  an  end.  But 
let  us  turn  to  a more  interesting 
subject.  When  I last  wrote  you,  I 
was  in  Ijaye.  Since  that  time,  as 
you  may  have  learned  from  the 
Journal,  I have  made  an  interesting, 
and  I trust  profitable  tour,  of  several 
weeks,  visiting  in  the  route  eight  or 
ten  towns  and  cities.  By  reference 
to  the  map  you  may  see  the  route 
followed  : Leaving  Ijaye,  I traveled 
directly  west  for  three  days,  visiting 
the  towns  of  Isei,  Erin  and  Awaye. 
For  sixteen  miles  to  the  river  Ogun, 
whose  waters  enter  into  the  sea  at 
Lagos,  there  is  a beautiful  rolling 
country,  and  at  times  even  charming 
to  the  lover  of  natural  scenery,  with 
many  interesting  farms  smiling 
under  the  hand  of  the  cultivator. — 
In  haste  I passed  over  these  miles, 
at  one  time  in  the  valley,  and  at  i 
another  on  the  hill-top,  in  rapid  j 
pursuit  of  my  carriers,  whom  I sup- 


posed to  be  ahead  of  me — however 
not  so  fast — but  a charming  scenery 
here  and  there,  would  arouse  the 
recollections  of  home  and  country. 
Night  was  fast  setting  in  when  I 
reached  the  river.  The  rapid  Ogun 
swollen  by  late,  rains,  rolled  swiftly 
on,  and  the  angry  clouds  were 
threatening  rain,  as  I stood  upon 
the  banks  of  the  perplexed  and  con- 
fused waters,  unable  to  speak  an 
intelligible  sentence,  and  soon  to 
commit  myself  to  the  skill  of  the  pi- 
lot and  the  mercy  of  the  stream.  In 
vain  did  I look  for  my  company. 
Scarce  was  I housed  when  the  rain 
poured  down  in  torrents.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  country  are  very  supersti- 
tious in  their  notions  of  thunder 
and  lightning.  I observed  this,  as 
the  children  around  me,  at  every 
vivid  flash,  would  make  a sucking 
noise,  as  if  to  entreat  the  favor  or 
appease  the  wrath  of  the  God  of 
thunder.  This  Divinity,  Shongo  by 
name,  is  much  honored  by  the  peo- 
ple, in  consequence  of  the  great 
damage,  frequently  caused  by  the 
striking  of  lightning.  The  next 
day,  havingalready  passed  one  night 
in  country  style,  yet  with  comfort,  I 
looked  anxiously  for  my  people, 
with  the  hope  I might  continue  my 
journey  forthwith,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose. They  arrived  at  midday;  but 
by  the  time  I had  preached  to  the 
people,  and  all  was  ready,  it  was  too 
late  to  reach  the  next  town;  so  here 
we  must  spend  Sabbath.  And  why 
not?  The  Gospel,  whose  waters 
I are  so  refreshing  to  the  weary  soul, 
will  be  preached,  and  who  shall  say, 
“ God’s  blessing  will  not  rest  on 
some  poor,  benighted  heart?”  The 
I Sabbath  passed  away,  the  story  of 
the  Cross  was  told,  the  results  are 
for  eternity.  Gladly  did  we  hail 
the  morn  of  Monday,  and  putting 
i everything  in  readiness,  we  moved 
! off,  seven  in  number,  and  buoyant 
in  spirit  for  our  journey.  Directly 
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west  we  traveled,  leaving  the  river  [ 
hearing  to  the  south-west.  Behind 
we  see  a high,  perpendicular  rock 
in  the  direction  of  Ijaye.  The  coun- 
try to-day  has  varied  in  appearance 
and  scenery.  Much  of  it  is  barren 
prairie,  stunted  growth,  hut  little 
favorable  to  cultivation.  This  kind 
is  generally  elevated.  The  other 
kind  pertains  somewhat  to  hammock, 
and  some  places  quite  fertile.  At 
a distance  of  twelve  miles,  while 
passing  over  some  elevated  table 
land,  there  is  a fine  view  for  twenty 
miles  N.  E.  S.  E.,  sweeping  the 
mountains  in  the  vicinity  of  Ijaye. 
Passed  the  ruins  of  a town  destroyed 
in  the  great  Felatah  war,  that  very 
nearly  desolated  the  Yoruba  king- 
dom. Thes'e  desolations  are  to  be 
seen  throughout  the  whole  kingdom. 
Early  in  the  evening,  after  passing  a 
small  mountain  bearing  north  and 
running  from  east  to  west,  we  view- 
ed Isei  in  the  distance,  and  moun- 
tains ranging  promiscuously  to  the 
south  and  west.  Reaching  the  town  : 
wall  we  announced  ourselves  in  i 
waiting  for  the  chief,  when  a I 
messenger  was  despatched  forth-  i 
with,  to  give  information  of  our  i 
arrival.  Our  delay  was  short,  and  I 
hastening  on,  followed  by  a crowd,  ( 
we  w'ere  presented  to  a tall,  fine  i 
looking  nobleman,  the  chief  of  i 
the  town,  who  greeted  me  with  a i 
welcome  smile.  There  is  no  bar-  ( 
barous  look  in  his  countenance.  : 
I told  him  my  object,  gave  him  a < 
short  account  of  the  way  of  salva-  < 
tion,  which  he  and  his  people  re-  j 
ceived  with  tokens  of  pleasure  and  1 
gratitude,  and  proposed  a confer*  g 
ence  on  the  following  day.  Though  g 
somewhat  fatigued,  and  as  my  delay  r 
would  be  short,  I could  not  let  the  1 
evening  pass,  without  a glimpse  of  v 
the  town.  It  is  a pleasant  place,  t 
well  shaded,  considerably  scattered,  i 
and  contains  a population  of  fifteen  v 
or  twenty  thousand  souls.  No  one  f 


I as  yet  has  been  located  in  this  place. 
Mr.  Tovvsend,  Church  Missionary, 
who  preceded  me  a few  months  in 
this  town,  has  now  selected  *a  site 
for  building,  as  well  as  in  many 
other  towns  through  which  he  pass- 
ed. This  society  seems  determined 
on  a vigorous  effort  for  this  country. 
For  us  it  is  “ high  time  to  wake  out 
of  sleep.” 

According  to  promise,  I appeared 
before  the  chief  and  his  court,  to 
make  our  appeal  in  behalf  of  the 
gospel.  A good  number  were  pres- 
ent, and  evinced  that  decorum  and 
interest  worthy  of  a civilized  audi- 
ence. Occasionally  there  was  a 
shade  of  solemnity  on  the  counte- 
nance of  the  chief  indicative  of 
thoughtful  seriousness,  and  then 
such  an  affable,  good  will  as  speaks 
favorably  for  the  entrance  of  the 
gospel.  There  is  no  difficulty  here 
as  to  the  reception  of  missionaries. 
The  field  is  fully  ripe.  This  is  more 
clearly  shown  by  the  enthusiastic 
readiness  with  which  the  people  re- 
ceive the  word.  As  I could  spend 
but  one  day,  my  work  must  be  done 
in  this  short  time.  Wherever  I went 
there  was  a crowd  eager  to  hear. 
So  I had  nothing  to  do  but  to  wan- 
der over  the  towm  and  preach,  as 
my  strength  would  allow.  One 
audience  in  particular  I shall  re- 
member. It  was  a large  crowd,  and 
death-like  silence  reigned.  Heaven 
seemed  to  be  a witness  of  the  scene, 
and  the  Spirit  to  carry  the  word 
direct  to  the  heart,  I was  delighted, 
almost  amazed  at  the  sight.  That 
listening  crowd ! those  beautiful 
shades!  that  ‘charming  scenery!  I 
shall  long  remember.  At  some 
other  places  almost  the  same  effects. 

I remember  one  man  in  particular, 
who  listened  and  conversed  as  if 
the  truth  had  taken  root  in  his  heart. 
As  the  sun  was  fast  declining,  my 
work  was  done,  and  as  if  to  give  a 
finishing  touch  to  the  interesting 
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day,  and  a final  expression  to  the  I 
good  will  of  the  people,  a number 
of  young  girls  neatly  clad,  preceded 
by  their  music,  met  us  on  our  return  I 
with  a song  of  salutation.  So  the  | 


day  closed,  and  we  awaited  the 
morrow  for  our  departure. 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

Wm.  H.  Clark. 


Africa— Letter  from  T.  J.  Bowen. 


We  have  before  given  notice  of  | 
the  desire  of  our  brothers,  Bowen  ' 
and  Clarke,  to  advance  in  their  pio- 
neer work  still  farther  into  the  inte- 
rior. By  mutual  arrangement,  the 
latter  remains  at  Ijaye,  and  brother 
Bowen  and  lady  have  gone  up  to  : 
Ogbomishaw.  We  introduce  the ; 
following  deeply  interesting  refer-  ' 
ence  to  their  journey  to  that  city,  i 
with  the  prospects  before  them.  j 

Ogbomishaw,  Oct.  1,  1855.  I 
Dear  Brother  Taylor:  | 

I had  two  reasons  for  coming  to  i 
this  place,  one  was  to  preach  the  ; 
gospel,  and  the  other  to  improve 
my  health.  The  first  was  far  the 
strongest,  for  I much  doubted  wheth- 
er I could  be  cured  by  living  for 
eighteen  months  in  a native  house, 
deprived  of  the  comforts  which  I 
had  prepared  at  Ijaye  with  consider- 
able labor  and  some  expense.  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  build  here  before 
the  dry  season  of  next  year,  and  it 
will  be  March,  1857,  before  we  can 
get  into  our  new  house.  Yet  when 
our  brethren  arrive  at  Ijaye,  there 
will  be  supernumeraries  there,  and 
the  people  here  expect  us  according 
to  promise.  So  soon  as  brother 
Clark,  or  some  other  arrive  at  Og- 
bomishaw, I hope  to  resign  my 
lodgings  again  and  seek  others  in 
Ilorrin. 

Contrary  to  our  hopes  we  had  a 
wet,  bad  time  coming  up,  and  we 
are  both  worsted  but  I hope  not  in- 
jured. The  following  brief  notes 
will  present  a faint  outline  of  our 
journey  and  prospects. 

Sept.  19th. — Much  fatigued  by 
several  days  preparation  to  take 


part  of  our  things  and  leave  the  rest 
behind.  Not  able  to  get  off  as  I 
desired.  Tried  to  engage  carriers. 
They  demanded  sixty  strings  of  cow- 
ries each.  I said  forty  strings  is 
good  pay,  but  I will  give  you  forty- 
five.  They  left  in  a body.  It  is  a 
constant  rule  to  be  at  least  as  careful 
of  the  Board’s  money,  as  a prudent 
man  is  of  his  own.  I determined  to 
send  to  Abbeokuta  for  carriers. 

20th. Paid  carriers  forty-five 

strings  and  departed.  Hammock 
men  very  awkward  and  troublesome, 
but  the  rodds  are  so  bad  that  no 
woman  could  ride  to  Ogbomishaw 
horseback.  The  gate  keepers  stop- 
ped my  load,  hoping  to  receive  toll, 
which  they  had  no  right  to  demand. 
Greed  of  money  is  the  blight  of 
Africans.  Every  body  thinks  the 
white  man  is  rich,  and  every  body 
itches  to  fleece  him.  Slept  in  an 
idol  house  at  llle  Odeh,  a village 
ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Ijaye. 
Most  of  the  people  came  together 
and  heard  the  gospel.  Had  a good 
rain. 

21st. — Woods  and  prairies  drip- 
ning  wet,  roads  bad.  My  knees 
received  many  a thump  in  riding  by 
trees  and  stumps  ; hat  knocked  off 
by  bushes  again  and  again  ; a carrier 
fell  down  and  smashed  some  of  our 
crockery,  which  we  can’t  spare. 
Spoke  kindly  to  the  poor  woman, 
who  I knew  had  no  desire  to  fall  in 
the  mud.  This  part  of  the  country, 
for  a dozen  miles,  is  mostly  wooded 
and  flat.  It  is  no  doubt  sickly ; 
and  like  all  other  districts  of  the’ 
same  character,  its  inhabitants  are 
literally  negroes.  Slept  at  Obba  on 
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the  river  of  the  same  name.  The 
governor’s  conversation  ran  on 
presents.  We  must  cross  the  river  i; 
by  means  of  large  gourds,  which  : 
hold  a bushel  or  more,  They  are  ' 
too  lazy  to  make  canoes.  Rain  j| 
again.  1| 

22d. — Anxious  for  an  early  start,  | 
but  what  bushman  was  ever  in  a li 
hurry  ? Six  dollars  ferriage  was  de- 
manded,  and  I paid  three,  though  j 
one  was  enough.  The  carriers  loads  '' 
are  put  on  the  gourds,  the  passenger  ' 
sits  down  in  the  water  on  one  side  !| 
of  the  same,  and  the  ferryman  on  |j 
the  other;  they  clasp  each  other  by  ij 
the  arms  and  the  ferryman  pushes 
all  together  across  the  river  by  | 
swimming.  For  this  he  receives  |l 
five  strings,  or  about  eight  cents,  ij 
though  the  stream  is  scarcely  one  I 
hundred  feet  wide.  I swam  by  my  |: 
wife  as  she  went  over,  very  glad  to  l! 
see  that  she  was  not  at  all  alarmed  ' 
by  this  new  fashioned  locomotive.  | 
After  getting  all  over,  the  carriers  : 
refused  to  proceed  unless  1 would  J 
increase  their  wages,  which  had 
been  pre-paid.  I have  never  yet  . 
submitted  to  be  imposed  on,  and  i 
now  I had  rather  have  had  my  arm  j 
broken  at  a blow  here  in  the  woods,  j 
than  to  yield.  I said;  you  have  I 
been  paid,  and  the  pay  is  sufficient. 

I shall  be  glad  if  you  go,  if  not,  do 
as  you  please;  my  talk  is  done;  I 
am  going  to  Ogbomishaw.  So  say- 
ing, I set  my  w ife  on  the  horse  and 
away  we  went,  wading  along  the 
flooded  road  through  grass  twelve 
feet  high.  About  twelve  o’clock 
the  carriers  overtook  us,  both  very 
tired.  One  fellow  said,  Have’nt 
we  been  kind  to-day.^”  I replied, 

I should  think  you  w'ould  oe  ashamed  i 
to  mention  it.  I pray  God  to  for-  | 
give  your  sin.  Saw  fine  eatable 
grapes  as  black  as  jet.  Slept  in  the 
prairie  by  a flat  rock.  A lovely  and 
healthy  country.  I 

23rd. — Proceeded  in  the  rain.j 


The  swollen  streams  both  difficult 
and  dangerous.  Entered  Ogbomi- 
shaw’ before  sunset.  What  a crooked 
road  ! If  it  was  straight  and  good 
I could  ride  to  Ijaye  in  one  day. 
We  were  very  glad  that  we  should 
not  have  to  rise  and  go  again  to- 
morrow. 

24th. — The  people  listened  with 
great  attention.  One  Mohammedan 
said,  “ My  heart  is  soft  to-day.”  A 
heathen  leplied,  “It  w'ill  be  hard 
again  to-morrow.” 

27th.— SaAv  some  people  worship- 
ping a dead  tree  and  asking  for  long 
life.  Like  the  people  of  Ijaye  they 
seem  to  listen  much  better  than  for- 
merly. They  are  not  greedy  of  pres- 
ents. A blanket  to  the  chief,  and  a 
few  plates  to  others  appear  to  be 
quite  satisfactory.  On  going  forward 
to  Ilorrin  I must  give  another  blanket 
to  my  landlord. 

We  are  now  so  near  to  Central 
Africa  that  we  are  within  some  ten 
miles  of  the  first  kingdom  in  the 
great  Empire  of  Housa,  to  wit : 
Ilorrin,  the  jurisdiction  of  w'hich, 
comes  to  the  water-shed  between 
the  ocean  and  the  Niger.  Four 
days  journey  w’ould  bring  us  to  the 
Niger,  where  we  can  enter  spacious 
canoes  and  proceed  at  ease.  Should 
Ilorrin  give  free  access  to  the  gospel 
the  case  is  decided.  Thence  to 
Lokolo  is  a journey  of  less  difficulty 
than  from  Lagos  to  Ilorrin. 

30th. — Preached  according  to 
appointment,  to  the  assembled 
chiefs.  So  miserably  has  our  work 
been  done,  that  the  mass  of  people 
here,  as  at  Abbeokuta,  kc.,  &c., 
still  suppose  that  our  chief  business 
is  to  persuade  them  not  to  sell  each 
other  to  the  Portuguese  slavers. 

0 fie  ! that  a mere  phase  of  morality 
should  eclipse  Jesus  Christ.  W^ien 
this  subject  was  brought  up  to-day, 

1 replied,  1 have  said  nothing  about 
your  wars.  That  is  only  one  sin. 
5Tou  must  believe  in  Jesus  or  go  to 
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hell.  He  will  pardon  your  sins  and 
give  you  clean  hearts,  and  then  you 
will  sell  slaves  no  more.  Take  him 
for  your  master,  your  king,  your  all, 
love  no  one  else,  serve  no  one  else. 
After  hearing  patiently,  they  inqui- 
red, “ How  shall  we  serve  Jesus.?” 
I told  them  again  to  believe  and  be 
baptized,  and  gave  them  an  outline 
of  Christian  behavior.  The  governor 
said,  “ We  will  do  it.”  Now,  said 
I,  arise  and  build  you  a meeting 
house.  He  that  first  believes  and 
loves  Christ  will  first  be  baptized. 
They  thought  that  we  would  build 
the  meeting  house,  (a  bad  precedent, 
a real  hindrance  to  the  gospel.)  No, 
said  I,  if  you  cannot  stand  alone 
without  some  body  to  prop  you  up 
behind,  you  can’t  serve  God.  Re- 
member how  much  money  you  have 
spent  on  your  orishas,  (idols,)  how 
many  houses  you  have  built  for  them. 
From  Jesus  you  may  receive  all  that 
your  orishas  cannot  give  you.  If 
you  love  him  you  will  build  the 
house.  They  said  they  would  do  it. 

I hope  the  brethren  will  not  infer 
too  much  from  all  this.  The  seed 
is  sown,  but  the  crop  cannot  be 
reaped  to-morrow.  The  people  are 
fettered  by  a thousand  conventional 
bonds,  which  it  will  require  accumu- 
lated force  to  burst  asunder.  T am 
sure  from  the  nature  of  their  minds 
and  feelings,  that  they  must  be 
moved  in  masses  if  moved  at  all. 
There  will  be  a deepening  and 
widening  of  gospel  influence,  the 
crisis  will  come,  some  town  will 
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renounce  idolatvy,  and  the  example 
will  spread  like  contagion  through- 
out the  nation.  Let  us  take  it  for 
granted,  even  now,  that  we  must 
have  a strong  corps  of  prudent,  godly 
men  ready  for  this  occasion.  Pre- 
pare your  cisterns  in  all  the  interior 
cities,  and  do  not  doubt  that  God 
will  fill  them.  Human  events  are 
governed  by  fixed  laws.  Isay  with 
deliberate  conviction  that  if  we,  on 
our  part,  conform  to  the  laws,  which 
are  now  growing  into  activity  here, 
the  evangelization  of  this  country  is 
certain  before  this  generation  shall 
pass  away. 

We  need  men.  Don’t  send  us 
that  kind  of  men,  »vho  may  be  com- 
pared to  those  soldiers  who  are  call- 
ed “food  for  powder.”  I feel  cer- 
tain that  they  are  not  needed  here. 
We  need  men  of  large  soul  and 
mind,  well  trained,  deeply  versed  in 
human  nature,  who  have  never  been 
guilty  of  that  little  ambition  which 
is  so  hateful  in  a servant  of  the  meek 
and  lowly  Jesus,  men  who  would 
live  in  native  houses  and  eat  nothing 
but  the  produce  of  the  country — if 
need  be — for  the  privilege  of  preach- 
ing the  gospel,  men  who  will  preach 
all  day  and  dream  of  preaching  ail 
night,  men  of  prayer  who  cannot 
help  but  pray,  because  they  groan 
; for  the  revelation  of  God’s  power. 
Such  men  are  just  as  certain  to  suc- 
I ceed  as  they  come.  Other  men  are 
1 equally  certain  to  fail.  Pray  for  us. 
j Up  to  6th  October,  everything 
, goes  on  as  usual. 


Native  Iron  in  Liberia. — Letter's  from  Rev.  Jos.  Tracy. 


We  were  much  indebted  to  Mr. 
Tracy  for  an  interesting  account  (see 
Repository  for  November)of  the  care- 
ful analysis  of  a specimen  of  iron 
from  Liberia,  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Hayes, 
of  Boston,  a gentleman  of  distin- 


guished scientific  reputation,  the  re- 
sults of  which  prove  that  the  speci- 
men was  pure  native  iron.  Mr. 
Tracy  has  kindly  sent  us  an  article 
from  the  same  gentleman  on  the 
same  subject,  which  was  read  before 
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the  American  Academy  in  Boston, 
in  August  last,  and  has  since  been 
published  in  Silliman’s  Journal.  The  1 
article  shows  the  great  care  in  the 
analysis,  and  in  the  record  of  his 
experiments.  The  followihg  notes 
from  Mr.  Tracy  are  well  deserving 
of  attention : 

Colonization  Office, 
Boston,  Mar.  18,  1856. 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 

Dear  Sir, — I mail  to  you,  here- 
with, a copy  of  Dr.  Hayes’s  article 
in  Silliman’s  Journal,  on  the  native 
iron  of  Liberia. 

You  will  perceive  that  he  merely 
slates  the  facts  which  prove  this  iron 
to  be  native,  and  not  the  result  of 
manufacture.  This  is  sufficient  for 
scientific  men,  who  will  understand 
the  value  of  the  facts.  Other  readers 
may  need  to  be  informed  that  the 
strong  points  are,  the  structure,  or 
arrangement  of  the  particles,  and 
the  entire  absence  of  carbon,  which 
is  found  in  all  manufactured  iron. 

In  working  iron  ore  in  a furnace, 
a substance  is  sometimes  produced 
which  appears  like,  and  has  been 
mistaken  for,  native  iron  ; but,  in 
the  close  of  his  article,  Dr.  Hayes 
shows  how  it  differs  from  the  true 
native  iron  of  Liberia. 

William  Coppinger,  Esq.,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, has  a piece  of  iron  from 
Liberia,  said  to  have  been  originally 
a part  of  the  same  mass,  to  which 
that  analysed  by  Dr.  Hayes  belonged. 
In  that,  carbon  has  been  detected 
by  an  analysis  made  under  the  di- 
rection of  Prof.  Booth,  of  the  U.  S. 
Mint.  There  is  a possibility  of  some 
mistake,  as  to  theii  ever  having  be- 
longed to  the  same  mass;  and  if 
they  did,  that  at  Philadelphia  has 
evidently  been  acted  on  by  fire,  much 
more  than  that  at  Boston  ; enough 
more  to  account  for  all  the  difference 
in  the  results  of  the  analysis. 


Some  have  inferred  from  this  an- 
alysis, that  there  is  “ a mine”  of  na- 
tive iron  in  Liberia.  This  may  be 
true,  but  is  not  yet  proved.  We 
only  know,  for  a certainty,  that  one 
piece  of  iron,  brought  from  Liberia, 
is  native  iron;  and  that,  according 
to  the  best  accounts  we  have,  the 
natives,  in  some  neighborhoods,  find 
enough  of  it  to  supply  their  few  rude 
wants.  The  commercial  value  of 
this  fact  may  be  immense  ; but  it  is 
yet  to  be  ascertained.  Of  the  exist- 
ence of  very  excellent  iron  ore,  in 
great  abundance  and  easily  accessi- 
ble, there  is  no  doubt;  and  this  may 
be  worth  more,  commercially,  than 
the  native  iron. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  Tracy. 

Under  date  of  March  20,  1856, 
Mr.  Tracy  writes : 

I sent  you,  a few  days  since.  Dr. 
Hayes’s  scientific  account  of  his 
experiments  on  the  native  iron  of 
Liberia,  published  in  Silliman’s  Jour- 
nal for  March.  In  looking  farther 
into  the  Journal,  I find  the  “ Second 
Supplement  to  Dana’s  Mineralogy,” 
which  seems  to  be  published  here  in 
anticipation  of  its  appearance  as  a 
part  of  that  well-known  text  book. 
It  contains  the  following  paragraphs; 

‘^Motive  iron. — The  supposed  na- 
tive iron  of  Canaan,  Ct.,  has  been 
analysed  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Hayes,  of 
Boston,  and  proved  thus  to  be  a fur- 
nace product.  It  contains  carbon, 
and  affords  full  evidence  that  it  has 
been  artificially  reduced  from  an  ore. 

“ Dr.  Hayes  has  examined  masses 
, of  iron,  purporting  to  be  native,  from 
' Liberia,  Africa,  and  finds  them  abso- 
I lutely  pure  from  carbon,  unlike  any 
artificial  iron,  and  moreover  parti- 
cles of  quartz  are  disseminated 
through  it,  and  the  evidence  from 
these  sources,  and  also  from  the  re- 
I;  ports  that  come  from  Liberia  through 
1}  Americans  resident  there,  appears 
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to  be  conclusive  that  the  iron  is 
native.  The  structure  of  the  iron 
is  massive,  with  only  very  minute 
crystalline  grains.  Analysis  afford- 
ed pure  iron,  98.40  quartz  grains, 
magnetic  oxyd  of  iron  and  zeolite, 
1.60=100.  The  locality  is  in  the 
hill  country  above  Bexley,  Bassa 
County,  Liberia.  It  probably  occurs 
in  large  deposits.” 

This  adds  nothing  to  the  facts 
previously  known,  except  the  opin- 
ion of  the  author,  who  is  Professor 
of  Mineralogy  in  Yale  College,  that 
this  iron  “ probably  occurs  in  large 
deposits.” 


j|  A man  holding  his  responsible 
I office,  and  possessing  his  high  scien- 
tific  reputation,  would  not  place 
I these  statements  in  a text-book  for 
the  use  of  Colleges  and  scientific 
I'  institutions,  if  there  were  any  reason- 
! able  doubt  of  their  correctness.  I 
I have  reason  to  know  that  his  col- 
j leagues  at  Yale  coincide  with  his 
I;  opinion.  I mention  these  things, 
i|  because  a very  few  scientific  men 
■still  express  their  dissent, — clinging 
; to  the  old  theory,  that  the  existence 
I of  native  iron  is  impossible. 


Intelligence. 


Meeting  of  the  New  York  Coloniza-  j 
TioN  Society.  t 

A meeting  of  this  Society  took  place  | 
a few  days  since.  The  President,  Anson  I 
G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Society,  | 
took  the  chair.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Holdich  | 
implored  the  Divine  blessing,  and  the  dele- ' 
gates  to  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  i 
Directors  in  Washington  made  report  of  | 
the  proceedings  of  that  body.  Much  interest  ■ 
was  excited  by  information  from  the  Ex-  | 
ecutive  Committee  of  the  parent  Board,  1 
stating  that  an  expedition  would  be  sent 
to  Liberia  by  the  15th  of  May,  to  the  first  l| 
June  next,  and  that  the  Financial  Secreta-  j' 
ry,  had  been  authorized  to  send  out  two  i: 
large  frames  of  buildings  96  feet  by  36,  || 
for  the  accommodation  of  emigrants  ; while  {] 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Seyes,  (who  spent  many  i 
years  as  a Missionary  in  Liberia)  had  been  ' 
engaged  to  accompany  this  expedition,  at- 1| 
tend  to  the  comfort  of  the  emigrants  and 
to  the  erection  of  the  receptacles,  and  also  jl 
found  an  interior  settlement,  by  which  the  ' 
salubrity  of  the  more  elevated  region  of ; 
the  interior  might  be  ascertained,  as  com- 1 
pared  with  the  districts  bordering  upon  ; 
the  sea.  The  managers  of  the  New  York  i| 


I Society  were  much  engaged  to  aid  the 
' important  measures  of  the  Parent  Society, 
as  they  were  informed  that  366  applicants 
were  seeking  a passage  in  the  next  vessel 
to  Liberia,  and  no  less  than  104  were 
ready  to  be  liberated  in  case  the  Society 
should  have  the  means  of  defraying  their 
expenses. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  late  S. 
S.  Howland,  Esq.,  bequeathed  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  for  purposes  exactly  in  con- 
formity with  the  present  requirement.^ — 
This  bequest,  we  learn,  will  soon  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Parent  Society,  and  a por- 
tion of  it  appropriated  to  send  off  the  one 
hundred  and  five  who  will  be  ready  for 
the  next  ship.  It  was  a noble  bequest, 
and  we  think,  from  all  the  information 
which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Board,  that  a better  class  of  emigrants 
were  never  sent  out. 


LATEST  FROM  LIBERIA. 

Ex-President  Roberts,  we  learn,  was  to 
leave  Monrovia  in  February  last,  on  a 
visit  to  England,  and  there  is  some  reason 
to  believe  that  he  will  visit  the  United 
States  before  his  return  home. 

It  is  also  believed  that  at  no  great  dis- 
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tance  from  Monrovia  zinc  in  large  quan- 
tities can  be  obtained. 

A report  was  received  from  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  principal  of  the  high  school  in  Mon- 
rovia, which  gives  a flattering  account  of 
the  progress  of  the  scholars  under  his  care. 

The  Government  of  Liberia  have  pur- 
chased the  late  private  residence  of  Presi- 
dent Roberts  for  the  future  residence  of 
the  Executive. 

THE.  SLAVE  TRADE  FROM  NEW  YORK. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser 
of  March  19th,  mentions  the  seizure  of 
the  schooner  Falmouth,  of  Baltimore, 
under  the  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in 
the  African  slave  trade.  We  give  the  more 
important  parts  of  this  statement. 

The  Tribune  learns  from  good  authority, 
that  at  least  thirty  vessels  are  annually 
fitted  out  here  with  the  sole  object  of  pro- 
curing slaves  upon  the  west  coast  of  Africa. 
To  the  honor  of  our  citizens  it  should  be 
told,  that  those  engaged  in  this  illegall  and 
inhuman  traffic  are  generally  Spanish  and 
Portuguese.  They  are  men  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  the  trade,  and  their 
experience  and  cunning  too  often  enable 
them  to  escape  the  punishment  they  justly 
merit.  If  they  get  safely  out  of  port,  the 
swiftness  of  their  vessels  almost  ensures 
their  successful  evasion  of  pursuit  and  cap- 
ture. If  they  secure  and  land  a cargo  ef 
slaves,  the  profit  is  so  great  that  they  can 
well  afford  to  destroy  the  vessel,  and  thus 
put  out  of  the  way  that  kind  of  evidence 
against  them. 

The  seizure  of  the  Falmouth  was  briefly 
mentioned  in  the  Commercial  yesterday. 
The  further  particulars  of  the  seizure, 
which  have  since  transpired,  shew  the 
method  in  which  the  laws  are  evaded  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  horrible  trade.  The 
Tribune  gives  the  following  account  of  her 
seizure ; — 

For  some  days  past  Messrs.  DeAngelis 
and  Nevins,  two  of  the  Deputy  United 
States  marshals,  have  been  engaged  in 
watching  the  movements  of  the  schooner 


street,  East  river,  and  sailed  up  to  Astoria. 

During  Monday  evening  Alessrs.  De- 
Angelis and  Nevins  informed  Mr.  McKeon 
and  his  deputy.  Air.  Joachimssen,  of  the 
position  of  affairs  in  reference  to  this  schoo- 
ner ; that  she  was  fitted  up  for  a slaver, 
and  would  sad  during,  the  night  without  a 
custom  house  clearance.  Air.  AlcKeon 
immediately  authorized  them  to  charier  a 
steam-tug,  and  to  procure  such  assistance 


' from  the  navy-yard  as  might  be  necessary. 

I Commodore  Bigelow  was  aroused  at  mid- 
i night,  and  on  being  informed  of  the  nature 
' of  the  case,  promptly  placed  a file  of  mar- 
ines, under  command  of  Capt.  Alorgan,  at 
the  service  of  the  marshals.  The  steam- 
I tug  Only  Son,  which  had  been  chartered 
I for  the  expedition,  was  brought  up  to  the 
I wharf,  and  the  marines  were  sent  on  board 
I and  stowed  below.  Commodore  Bigelow 
1 then  ordered  steam  to  be  got  up  on  the  U. 

; S.  propeller  Dispatch,  and  the  marshals 
I requested  him  to  dispatch  her  to  their  as- 
I sistance  in  one  hour  after  the  slaver  passed 
I down. 

j A long  and  weary  time  elapsed  before 
i she  made  her  appearance  ; indeed,  the  offi- 
i cers  had  begun  to  fear  that  they  had  lost 
I their  prize,  when,  just  as  day  was  break- 
‘ ing,  she  came  past,  and  the  Only  Son  shot 
i out  in  pursuit.  R few  seconds  sufficed  to 
, place  her  alongside,  and  before  she- grazed 
: her  hull,  her  captors  were  on  deck.  The 
' Portuguese  made  a rush  aft  to  the  cabin, 
but  the  boarders  were  there  before  them 
and  secured  the  doors.  The  crew  of  the 
schooner  were  ordered  to  surrender,  which 
they  did,  probably  out  of  respect  to  the 
’ muskets  of  the  mannes,but  with  a very  poor 
j grace  indeed.  Meanwhile,  the  Ajax  was 
: making  desperate  eflfors  to  tow  her  to  sea, 
when  one  of  the  marines  took  an  axe  and 
cut  the  hawsers,  upon  which  the  tug  turn- 
ed sail,  and  put  off  towards  the  city  with 
all  possible  speed. 

Two  of  the  Portuguese  who  were  arrest- 
ed appear  to  be  of  a superior  class  to  the 
others,  and  one  of  them  is  suspected  to  be 
a Captain  Blanquo,  who  is  believed  to  be 
the  owner  or  commander  of  the  vessel, 
though  he  gave  his  name  as  Joachim 
Antoni  and  professed  to  have  taken  his 
passage  to  St.  Paul  de  Loando.  An  ex- 
amination of  the  vessel  removed  all  doubt 
of  her  true  character.  Her  fittings  up  are 
unmistakably  those  of  a slaver.  Should 
the  Government  officers  succeed  in  secure- 
ing  her  condemnation,  her  captors  will  re- 
ceive one-half  of  her  value  ; and  it  is  said 
that  the  sum  of  $20,000  in  gold  forms  part 
of  her  equipment. 

Whatever  difference  of  views  there  may 
be  about  the  justice  or  wisdom  of  continu- 
ing in  bondage  the  African  race  already 
under  that  yoke,  there  cannot  surely  be 
two  opinions  about  the  slave  trade.  All 
, must  admit  that  the  traffic  is  as  inhuman 
as  it  is  illegal. 

The  Falmouth  had  a large  quantity  of 
' timber  on  bffud  adapted  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a slave  deck,  50  cash's  of  water, 
(already  mentioned,)  20  casks  of  rice  and 
beans,  a large  cupper  boiler  and  iron  caul- 
I dron  for  cooking  food,  ttii  immense  supply 
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of  lint  and  castor  oil,  and  a quantity  of  n 
leg-irons  and  handcuffs.  Who  supplied 
these,  and  the  numerous  other  similiar 
articles  ? 

EMANCIPATION. 

Miss  Martha  Burwell,of  Botetourt  Coun-  j 
ty,  recently  deceased,  emancipated  thirteen  Ij 
slaves,  and  made  provision  in  her  will  for  || 
their  removal  to  Liberia.  || 

Emancipated.  The  Charlottesville(Va.)  ! 
Advocate  learns  that  by  the  will  of  Cap.  [ 
James  H.  Terrel,  who  died  in  that  place 
last  Tuesday , eighty  or  ninety  very  valuable 
negroes  are  emancipated,  and  ample  pro- 
vision is  made  for  their4’emoval  to  Liberia, 
or  to  some  of  the  free  States. 

THE  PIOUS  SLAVE. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Vasnedre,  for  many  j 
years  a worthy  officer  of  Midway  Congre-  | 
gational  church,  Liberty  county,  Georgia, 
died  a short  time  since  at  that  place.  He 
was  a kind  master  and  had  grateful  servants,  i 
His  man  Plenty,  in  particular,  evinced  a 
most  devoted  friendship.  By  night  and 
by  day  he  was  in  attendance  upon  the 
sufferer,  as  a watcher  and  nurse.  One  1 
evening  his  master  asked  him  to  sing  and  | 
pray  with  him.  ImmediatelyPlenty  referred  i 
to  several  hymns  which  he  had  committed 
to  memory,  and,  asking  Mr.  V.  which  of 
these  he  would  choose,  proceeded  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  selection  of  his  master 
to  recite  those  beautiful  stanzas  begining, 

“ Sweet  is  the  work,  my  God,  my  King, 

To  praise  thy  name,  give  thanks  and  sing.” 

After  rehearsing  the  whole  psalm,  he  par- 
celled it  out,  two  lines  at  a time,  and  had  j 
the  whole  family  of  whites  and  blacks  to 
join  in  singing  it  with  him.  Then,  with 
this  entire  group,  he  kneeled  to  pray, 
which  he  did  most  appropriately,  begging 
the  Lord  to  relieve  his  master’s  distress  ; 
to  grant  the  petitions  which  had  been  be- 
fore by  different  persons  presented  in  his 
behalf;  to  remove  his  doubts  and  strength- 
en him  against  Satan’s  temptations. 

On  another  occasion,  undertaking  to  en- 
courage his  master  for  the  endurance  of 
the  last  conflict.  Plenty  remarked  that 
death  is  like  a bridge  in  a traveller’s  course, 
which  he  had  never  crossed  before,  but 


that  it  could  be  crossed,  and  had  only  to 
“ put  spurs  and  jump  it.” — JsT.  Y.  Obsei'ver. 

CAPTURE  OF  AN  AMERICAN  SLAVER. 

Boston,  March  17. 

By  the  Emeu,  we  have  Rio  dates  to  the 
14th  of  Feb. 

The  American  schooner  Maria  E.  Smith 
had  been  captured  by  the  Brazilian  brig 
of  war  Olinda,  while  attempting  to  land 
320  negroes,  which  she  had  brought  from 
the  coast  of  Africa.  The  Olinda  took  the 
schooner  into  Bahia,  where  the  comman- 
der and  crew  (all  Americans)  were  ironed 
and  locked  up  in  the  jail.  When  the  schr. 
left  the  coast  of  Africa,  she  had  on  board 
500  blacks,  but  they  were  so  closely  pack- 
ed on  board,  totally  naked,  and  so  badly 
fed  during  the  voyage,  that  180  died  and 
were  thrown  overboard  ; and  of  those  lan- 
ded at  Bahia,  64  died  a few  hours  after- 
wards. The  survivors  were  immediately 
fed  and  clotheu,  and  will  be  taken  care  of 
until  their  ultimate  destination  is  resolved 
upon.  The  Maria  E.  Smith  (or  Mary 
Smith,)  was  formerly  a packet  running 
between  Boston  and  Halifax.  She  left 
Boston  for  the  coast  of  Africa  some  time 
last  autumn.  Attempts  were  made  to  de- 
tain her  on  suspicion  of  her  being  a slaver, 
but  she  ran  away  from  the  revenue  cutter, 
after  she  had  been  seized  by  the  U.  S. 
Marshal. 


EMANCIPATION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  bill  containing  a provision  prohibi- 
ting the  manumission  of  Slaves  by  will, 
ect.,  did  not  become  a law  as  is  gener- 
ally supposed.  It  passed  the  House,  but 
was  tabled  in  the  Senate,  one  or  two  days 
before  the  close  of  the  session,  while  un- 
dergoing the  amendatory  process  peculiar 
to  that  illustrious  body. — Richmond  Whig. 

Among  the  distinguished  guests  at  the 
last  court  ball  at  Florence,  was  the  venera- 
ble General  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  Virginia  for  nearly 
half  a century  ; once  inmate  of  Washing- 
ton’s family,  and  among  the  first  movers 
against  the  slave  trade.  He  seems  now 
to  be  enjoying  a green  old  age,  has  the 
gallant  bearing  of  the  old  Virginia  school, 
and  retains  all  his  early  enthusiasm  for 
philanthropic  enterprizes. 


Receipts  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

From  Ike  '‘20th  of  Fehrunry  to  the  20lh  of  March,  1856. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE.  !' 

By  Rev.  D.  Powers  : — li 

Claremont — Collection  in  Hev.  B.  jj 

B.  Lawrence’s  Society 25  00  j 


Viewport — Cnil’n  in  Rev.  Henry 

Camming 's  Society 

.Amherst — Co  lection  in  Rev.  Mr. 
Davis’  Society 


33  50 
91  S3 


1856.] 
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By  Capt.  Geo.  Barker  : — 

Chester — Rev.  L.  Arms’  Church 
and  Congregation 9 00 

88  73 

VERMONT. 

Enosburgh — Dea.  George  Adams, 

$2  ; Mrs.  R.  S.  Nichols,  $1. . 3 00 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lowell — L.  Keese,  to  constitute 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Young,  of  East 
LandafF,  N.  H.,  a life  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Coloniza- 


tion Society 30  00 

J^ewburyport — Part  of  legacy  left 
the  Am.  Col.  Soc.,  by  the  late 
W.  B.  Banister 250  00 


280  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

By  Capt.  Geo.  Barker  : — 

Providence — Alexander  Duncan, 

Esq.,  ^250  ; .John  H.  Man- 
sion, ^15  ; Hon.  Elisha  Harris, 

T.  P.  Hoppin,  each  ^5  ; Dea. 

William  Andrews,  $4  ; Cash, 

$2  ; Mrs.  J.  H.  Read,  Sarah 
Fish,  each  $1 283  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

By  Rev.  John  Orcutt  : — 

Jfew  Haven-Timothj  Bishop  and 
Son,  ^30,  to  constitute  E.  H. 

Bishop,  M.  D.,  a life  member 
of  the  Am.  Col.  Soc.;  William 
Johnson,  $10,  in  full  to  con- 
stitute himself  a life  member  of 
the  Am.  Col.  Soc.;  L.  Candee, 

$25  ; Wm.  Bostwick,  W.  S. 
Charnley,  each  $20  ; Elihu  At- 
water, J.  Fellows,  R.  S.  Fel- 
lows, Eli  Whitney,  each  $15  ; 

J.  Day,  E.  E.  Salisbury,  Chas. 

A.  Ingersol,  R.  J.  Ingersol, 

Wells  Southworth,  A.  Healon, 

E.  H.  Trowbridge,  MissesGer- 
ry,  Jas.  Brewster,  Mrs.  Salis- 
bury, G.  Hallock,  T.  Sherman, 

H.  Trowbridge,  Henry  White, 

E.  C.  Read,  Augustus  R. 

Streete,  Henry  A.  DuBois,  ea. 

$10  ; Harris  Smith,  J.  E.  Malt- 
by.  Misses  Maltby,  DeForest 
and  Hotchkiss,  Geo.  Hoadley, 

Asahel  Pierpont,  Jno.M.Wool- 
sey,  A.  N.  Skinner,  Amos  F. 

Barnes,  Alex.  C.  Twining, 

Mrs.  Whitney,  T.  Lester,  Mrs. 

Sarah  L.  Maltby,  N.  Peck, 

Jr.,  C.  Wilcox,  H.  N.  Whit- 
tlesey,. Mrs.  Sarah  Bristol, 


Mrs.  L.  Chaplin,  D.  Kimberly, 
C.  M.  Ingersol,  S.  D.  Pardee, 
Wm.  H.  Elliott,  S.  E.  Foote, 
C.  Cowles,  T.  D.  Woolsey, 
W.  W.  Boardman,  J.  E.  Eng- 
lish, Lucius  A-  Thomas,  Jno. 

A.  Blake,  E.  W.  Blake,  Cash, 
ea.  $5;  C.L.  Chaplain,  Hawley 
Olmstead,  Mrs.  Russell  Hotch- 
kiss, Rev.  S.  W.  S.  Dutton,  P. 
Blake,  E.  H.  Peck,  C.  A. 
Judson,  Thos.  Brothers,  Chas. 
Robinson,  N.  H.  Gaston,  Wm. 
Lewis,  M.  G.  Elliott,  Mrs.  H. 
North,  A.  Blackman,  Mrs. 
Eliz.  Apthorp,  J.  Nicholson, 
Russell  Hotchkiss,  C.  A.  Good- 
rich, H.  Sanford,  each  $3  ; G. 

B.  Rich,  Henry  Ives,  A.  Treat, 

G.  D.  English,  Linsley  and 
Carlisle,  Elias  Hotchkiss,  L. 
Bradley,  W.  B.  Bristol,  Sam’l 
Noyes,  Charles  Bostwick,  S. 
Gilbert,  A.  Walker,  Mrs.  But- 
terfield, Mrs.  T.  D.  Wheeler, 
Joseph  Wood,  Henry  Hooker, 
Abijah  Bradley,  Mrs.  Gaius 
Fern,  Luigi  Roberti,  Lewis 
Hotchkiss,  W.  Peck,  ea.  $2  ; 
E.  Marble,  W.  Franklin,  C. 
B.  Whittlesey,  W.  Hooker,  C. 

H.  Skiff,  C.'C.  Wait,  W.  A. 
Reynolds,  L.  Cowles, L.  Fitch, 
H.  Fitch,  T.  B.  Osborne,  H. 
Dutton,  W.  H.  Ellis,  Mrs. 
Elihu  Atwater,  L.  Thompson, 
Eli  Ives,  L.  A.  Daggett,  Miss 
Hillhouse,  J.  Winship,  M. 

I Tyler,  J.  E.  Wilie,  E.  S. 

Munson,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Skinner, 
i Rev.  Dr.  Cleaveland,  each  $1  ; 
j Mrs.  E.  A.  Bowditch,  James 


; Olmstead,  each  50  cents 614  00 

I Walerbury — Chas.  B.  Merriman.  3 00 

Durham — Rev.  David  Smith....  3 00 

Essex — Mrs.  Rebekah  Hill,  by 
Henry  Hill,  Esq 400  00 

1 ,020  00 

NEW  YORK. 

I Mw  York  City — W.  F.  Van- 
1 Wagenen 2 00 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


I By  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth  : — 

1 Washington — I.  B.  B.,T.  A.  H., 

' M.  Me.,  J.  W.  M.,  S.  C.,  E. 
li  H.  P , each  $10  ; R.  J.  L.,C. 

!i  L.  C , C.  B.  M.,T.  M.S.,  ea. 

jl  $5  ; L.  N.,  $2....... 82  00 

! Georgetown — J.  W.  Pairo,  $25  ; 

I J.  S.  M.,$10 35  00 


\ 


117  to 
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Receipts. 


[April,  1856.] 


VIRGINIA. 

i| 

Occoquan — Joseph  Janney 

By  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth  : — 
..dlexandr-ia — W.  G.,  G W.  B., 
D.  B.  L.,  each  $5  ; G.  W.,  R. 
B.,  each  $2  ; J.  D.,  D.  H.,  ea. 

10  00  !| 

1 

1 

1 

$1 

21  00 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
Charleston — J B.  Whitridge,  0. 

31  00 

Bailey,  each  $50 

TENNESSEE. 

100  00  ' 

KnoarriZ/e-Rev.  Thos.  W. Humes. 

10  00; 

Washington  Co. — From  a member 
of  Mt,  Bethel  Church,  by  the 

1 

hands  of  Rev.  Sam’l  Y.  Wyly. 
Benton — Collections  by  Rev.  J. 

30  00  i 

H.  Bruner 

3 00  :! 

KENTUCKY. 

43  00  l| 

Somerset — Rev.  E.  A.  Smith.... 

OHIO. 

Coll’ns  in  the  following  places, 
by  Rev.  B.  0.  Plimpton  : — 
Madison,  $2.50  ; Leroy,  $3.15  ; 
M'orthfield,  $11  ; Macedonia, 
$2.30  ; Bricksville,  $4.20  ; Rich- 
field, $7  ; Erie,  $10.29  ; Wes- 
leyville,  $2.60  ; Morth  East, 

10  00 

?^4.29 

ILLINOIS. 

Fairview — From  Dutch  Reformed 

47  33  1 

Church,  per  Rev.  S.  B.  Ayers. 

CHOCTAW  NATION. 
By  Rev.  C.  Kingsbury  : — 
Doaksville — Col.  Douglass  H. 
Cooper,  $10  ; Miss  Priscilla  G. 
Child,  $5  ; Francis  W.  Saw- 
yer, $2.50;  a Friend,  $2;  Cash, 

16  33  ^ 

|l 

|i 

i| 

§3 

22  50  j 

Total  Contributions $1 

FOR  REPOSITORY. 
Maine. — Richmond — Rev.  P.  F. 

,813  89 

Barnard,  to  July,  ’56 

New  Hampshire.  — Chester — T. 
J.  Milvin,  Rebecca  Tenney, 

2 00 

j 

William  Tenney,  each  $1. . . . 

Vermont. Enosburgh Levi 

Nichols,  T.  Platt,  each  $1,  to 
March,  ’56,  Jonas  Boutelle,  H. 
N.  Barber,  each  $1,  to  March, 
’57,  Geo.  Adams,  $3,  to  Jan. 

3 00 

1858 

Massachusetts. — Dorchester — 

7 00  ] 

Joseph  Ford,  to  March  1,  ’56. 
Rhode  Island. — Slaterville — W. 
H.  Seagrave,  to  Jan.  ’56,  $3. 
Providence— > Rev . A.  Caswell, 

1 00 

1 

'i 

to  Jan.  ’56,  $1,  Josiah  Sea- 

ffrave,  to  Jan.  ’56,  $5,  Preston 
Bennett,  to  Jan.  ’60,  $5,  H.  L. 

Kendall,  to  Jan.  ’56,  ^5,  Hiram 
Kendall,  to  Jan.  ’61,  $5,  Dea., 

Win.  Andrews,  to  Jan.  ‘57, 

$1,  L.  P.  Child,  to  Jan.  1861, 

$5,  Elizabeth  An°:ell,  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association, 

Mrs.  Purdon  Miller,  each  $1, 
to  Jan.  ’57,  Henry  P.  Knight, 
to  Jan.  ’56,  $5,  Hon.  Thomas 
Burgess,  to  Jan.  ’58,  $2,  Z. 

Allen,  to  Jan.  ’61,  $5,  Royal 
Chapin,  to  Jan.  ’58,  $3,  W. 

W.  Hoppin,  to  Jan.  ’55,  $5..  53  00 

Connecticut. — .Meiofoum-Henry 
Beers,  to  Jan.  ’57,  $2.  JVbrf/i 
Haven — Solomon  A.  Orcutt,  for 

1856,^1 3 00 

Virginia.-- UTiife  Sulphur  Springs 
— Newton  Harris,  to  Oct.  ’56, 

$1.  Fredericksburg Robert 

Jefferson,  $1,  to  April,  1856, 

Henry  Fazer,  $1,  to  Feb.  ’56, 
by  George  Sample.  Lynch- 
burg— Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Hill, 


to  Jan.  ’55,  $10 13  00 

KENTucKY.--Pam-Noah  Spears, 
for  1856,  $1.  Hartford — Henry 

Stevens,  for  1856,  $1 2 00 

Ohio. — Cedarville-JJ ria.h  Jeffrey, 
by  Rev.  H.  McMillan,  for  ’56, 


$1.  Canal  Dover — Jacob  Blick- 
ensderfer,  to  Sept.  ’58,  $5. — 
Dallasburgh — Dr.  P.  W.  Hill, 
to  Feb.  ’56,  $2.09.  Columbus 
— Eleanor  W.  Campbell,  for 


1856,  $1.  Cincinnati — Young 
Men’s  Mer.  Lib.  Association, 
by  R.  H.  Stephenson,  Libra- 
rian, $1.  Hamilton — W.  H. 

Miller,  for  1856,  $1 11  09 

Illinois. — Dover-Rey.  Asa  Don- 
aldson, for  1856 1 00 

Missouri. — Lancaster — T.  Shrop- 
shire, for  1855,  $1  St.  Louis 
— Mrs.  A.  T.  J.  Bullard,  for 
1856,$! 2 00 


Choctaw  Nation. — Doaksville — 

By  Rev.  C.  Kingsbury,  Miss 
Priscilla  G.  Child,  Rev.  J.  Ed- 
wards, Captain  R.  M.  Jones, 

Rev.  E.  Hotchkin,  A.  G.  Lan- 
sing, Rev.  J.  H.  Carr,  each 
$1,  for  1856 6 00 

Total  Repository 104  09 

Total  Contributions 1,813  89 

Total  Legacies 250  00 

Aggregate  Amount. . . .$2,167  93 
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